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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  of 
the  County  Borough  of  Rochdale. 

Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  conditions 
in  the  County  Borough  of  Rochdale  and  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  for  the  year  1947. 

The  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  still  impose  a  degree  of  curtail¬ 
ment  of  these  Reports  while  emphasising  that  full  statistical  records  must  be 
maintained  for  comparative  purposes  at  a  later  stage. 

Ihe  first  portion  of  this  Report  is  as  usual  statistical  in  character.  The 
points  to  be  noted  in  this  section  are  the  increased  estimate  by  the  Registrar 
General  of  the  civilian  population  with  an  increase  of  approximately  900  as 
compared  with  1946,  and  the  increase  in  the  number  of  live  births  and  in  the 
birth  rate  for  the  year.  Not  since  1920  has  a  birth  rate  of  20  per  thousand  been 
recorded  in  this  Borough,  nor  has  the  actual  number  of  births  been  exceeded 
since  1921.  The  death  rate  has  also  increased  as  compared  with  last  year.  The 
most  notable  increases  are  at  the  extremes  of  life,  in  the  under  one  year  olds 
and  in  the  over  65  year  olds.  The  former  is  specially  referred  to  in  the  Report. 
Following  the  usual  higher  rates  of  January,  February  and  March,  total  deaths 
from  all  causes  maintained  a  very  steady  monthly  average  from  mid-April  to  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Infectious  diseases  showed  a  considerable  increase  as  compared  with  last 
year.  The  bulk  of  this  increase  was  accounted  for  by  Measles  which  showed  an 
epidemic  tendency  in  January  and  h  ebruary.  No  other  infectious  disease 
showed  any  tendency  to  assume  epidemic  dimensions. 

In  June  the  Country  as  a  whole  was  visited  by  an  epidemic  of  Anterio- 
poliomyelitis,  or  Infantile  Paralysis.  Although  certain  centres  of  infection 
were  situated  quite  near  to  Rochdale,  the  Borough  was  fortunate  in  escaping 
with  only  five  cases  and  most  of  these  were  of  a  mild  variety. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  had  been  for  a  year  or  two  reports  of  outbreaks 
of  Gastro-enteritis  in  Babies’  Wards  in  various  hospitals  up  and  down  the 
Country.  Birch  Hill  Hospital  escaped  until  August  of  this  year  when  an  out¬ 
break  occurred  involving  15  children  of  whom  7  died.  Although  this  outbreak 
was  fully  investigated  by  Regional  as  well  as  Local  Laboratory  staff  no  entirely 
satisfactory  explanation  was  reached.  After  the  emptying  of  the  Ward  and 
painting  throughout,  full  occupation  was  resumed  and  no  further  case  had 
occurred  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

This  year  s  Annual  Report  may  be  regarded  as  the  last  of  a  series  which 
commenced  with  the  taking  over  of  the  General  Hospital  Services  by  the  Health 
Committee  in  1930.  Its  successor  of  1948  will  show  a  mid-year  break  with  the 
passing  of  these  Hospital  Services,  together  with  certain  Clinic  Services,  to  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board.  It  will  show,  on  the  other  hand,  the  beginnings  of 
certain  new  Services  and  responsibilities.  The  general  effect  will  be  that  the 
Local  Health  Authority  will  lose  its  responsibility  for  curative  services  and 
increase  and  expand  its  preventive  work. 


6 


-t 


Early  in  the  year  preparation  was  commenced  on  the  Corporation’s 
proposals  for  carrying  out  its  duties  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act 
of  1946  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  proposals  had  been  submitted  for  carrying  out 
the  following  Services — Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children  ;  Domiciliary 
Midwifery  ;  Health  Visiting  and  Home  Nursing  ;  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  ; 
Ambulance  Service  ;  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care  ;  Domestic 
Help  ;  Mental  Health  Services.  Of  these  Home  Nursing,  Prevention  of  Illness, 
Care  and  After  Care  and  the  Mental  Health  are  entirely  new  Services,  the  others 
are  continuations,  with  some  widening  of  the  scope  of  existing  Services,  at  any 
rate  so  far  as  this  County  Borough  is  concerned. 

It  is  not  proposed  to  deal  with  these  proposals  in  this  Report  since  the  com¬ 
ments  on  and  the  approval  of  these  proposals  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  were 
not  received  until  early  in  1948. 

Even  at  this  stage,  however,  it  is  wise  to  sound  a  note  of  warning  about 
the  success  of  these  new  and  expanding  Services.  That  success  will  depend 
very  largely  upon  the  Authority’s  ability  to  increase  its  staff  of  trained  personnel, 
Health  Visitors,  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  Social  Workers.  Unfortunately,  there 
is  a  very  serious  shortage  of  such  personnel  all  over  the  Country  and  it  takes 
years  to  make  up  deficiencies  where  specialised  training  is  required.  In  the 
same  way  expanded  and  improved  Services  need  larger  and  better  premises, 
but  the  day  when  the  building  of  such  premises  can  be  commenced  is  still  far 
distant.  It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  for  some  years  improvisation  will  have 
to  be  the  key-note. 

During  the  second  half  of  the  year  a  great  deal  of  attention  was  directed 
towards  promoting  a  Corporation  Bill  to  be  deposited  in  Parliament  early  in 
1948.  This  Department  was  particularly  interested  in  the  Clauses  dealing  with 
improvements  in  housing  conditions,  Smoke  Abatement  and  Child  Minding. 
The  Smoke  Abatement  measures  take  the  form  of  the  creation  of  a  Central 
Smokeless  Zone  in  which  the  emission  of  any  smoke  shall  be  an  offence  and 
which  Zone  can  be  expanded  from  time  to  time  until  it  embraces  the  whole 
town.  It  is  felt  that  the  time  is  opportune  for  such  a  measure  since  not  only 
are  the  ill-effects  of  smoke  upon  the  health  of  the  people  well  understood,  but 
there  is  a  greater  realisation  than  ever  before  of  the  economic  waste  involved 
in  the  production  of  excess  smoke.  The  section  on  Child  Minding  is  designed 
to  be  in  line  with  the  increasing  practice  of  establishing  Day  Nurseries  in  con¬ 
nection  with  mills  and  factories. 

The  scheme  for  Home  and  Domestic  Helps  commenced  in  January  and 
has  pursued  a  reasonably  satisfactory  course  throughout  the  year.  There  have 
been  and  will  still  be  changes  in  the  detail  of  the  scheme  as  experience  shows 
these  to  be  necessary.  On  the  whole  the  scheme  has  been  very  acceptable  to 
the  public  for  whose  use  it  has  been  designed  and  its  expansion  and  full  success, 
like  so  many  other  things,  awaits  the  Authority’s  ability  to  obtain  and  retain 
additional  staff  for  this  purpose. 

Early  in  the  year  an  arrangement  was  entered  into  with  the  Manchester 
Diocesan  Council  for  Moral  Welfare  Work,  by  which  Rochdale  obtained  the 
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part-time  services  of  one  of  their  Social  Workers.  Her  duties  are  concerned 
with  the  problems  which  surround  the  unmarried  mother  and  her  illegitimate 
child.  A  Case  Committee  was  set  up  to  which  the  Social  Worker  reports  regu¬ 
larly  and  through  which  she  obtains  such  financial  backing  as  may  be  necessary 
to  carry  out  any  form  of  assistance  considered  necessary. 

A  commencement  was  made  on  the  plans  for  an  improved  Ambulance 
Service.  New  premises  were  obtained  in  Drake  Street  for  garaging  these 
vehicles  which,  at  the  moment,  are  most  unsatisfactorily  housed  in  a  “lean-to” 
garage  erected  during  the  war  period  at  the  Smith  Street  Old  Baths.  The 
changeover  has  not  yet  taken  place.  Orders  have  been  placed  for  new  ambulances 
to  replace  those  becoming  un-roadworthy,  but  great  difficulty  is  being  experienced 
in  obtaining  delivery  of  these  vehicles. 

Improvements  in  the  Hospital  Services,  particularly  at  the  Municipal 
General  Hospital  were  continued  with  a  view  to  handing  these  over  to  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  in  as  satisfactory  a  condition  as  possible. 
Unfortunately,  plans  for  the  establishment  of  a  Preliminary  Training  School 
for  Nurses  at  Foxholes  were  not  able  to  be  completed  since  the  necessary 
authority  had  not  been  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health.  These  negotia¬ 
tions  commenced  in  October,  1946. 

Early  in  the  year  the  Blood  Transfusion  Services  were  taken  over  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  Regional  Service.  Organisation  of  the  taking  of  blood, 
the  formation  of  a  Blood  Bank  and  the  guaranteeing  of  supplies  to  local  hospitals 
is  now  the  sole  responsibility  of  this  Regional  Service. 

Attention  must  be  drawn  to  the  changes  in  personnel  which  have  occurred 
since  the  last  Report.  In  August,  Mr.  S.  Hennings  retired  from  his  post  as  Meat 
and  Dairies  Inspector,  which  post  he  had  held  since  1912.  Both  the  Department 
and  the  Committee  were  very  sorry  indeed  when  Mr.  Hennings  terminated  his 
service  which  had  been  loyally  given  and  highly  appreciated.  In  November, 
Councillor  H.  Silverwood  relinquished  his  office  as  Chairman  of  the  Health 
Committee.  The  Department  and  his  colleagues  on  the  Committee  were  indeed 
sorry  that  this  was  necessitated  by  uncertain  health  and  trust  that  he  will  be 
able  to  maintain  his  connection  with  the  Health  Committee’s  work. 

In  conclusion  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  loyal  service  of  all  sections  of  this 
Department  and  the  encouragement  which  the  staff  and  myself  have  at  all 
times  received  from  you  as  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  School  Medical  Officer. 
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STATISTICS. 


Year  ended  31st  December,  1947. 


Area  (in  acres)  .  . 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Civilian  Population,  mid-year  1947 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (Census  1931)  ... 

Number  of  Houses  on  Corporation  Estates  (October,  1947) 
Estimated  sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 

Rateable  Value  ...  . 

Estimated  expenditure  on  Health  and  Hospital  Services  provided 


for  by  rates . 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births. — Legitimate 

1,611  ... 

.  800  .. 

.  811 

Illegitimate 

114  ... 

50  .. 

64 

9,553 

86,110 

25,487 

4,205 

£2,250 

£578,556 

£121,254 


1,725  850  875 


Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  civil  population  20.0 

Still-births  51— Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births .  28 

Total  M.  F. 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  1,399  ...  690  ...  709 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  civil  population  16.2 


Deaths  from  Maternal  Causes  4. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  3  Ratg  ]  Q00  total  ^ve  and  stjU)  births  2.25 

Other  Maternal  Causes  1  ) 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  (95  Deaths). 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  55 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births  .  52 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  .  96 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

Cancer 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  ... 


Deaths 

Rate  per  1 ,000  of  population 

12 

0.13 

200 

2.32 

50 

0.58 
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„  ,  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. 

The  Census  Return  of  April,  1931,  gave  the  population  as  90,278  and  in 
June,  1938,  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  was  91,290. 

The  figure  of  86,110  is  given  by  the  Registrar  General  as  the  estimate  of  the 
civilian  population  at  mid-year  1947  as  compared  with  the  figure  of  85,200  for 
1946. 


Live  Births. 

1,725  live  births  (males  850,  females  875)  were  registered,  as  compared 
with  1,521  in  1946  and  an  average  of  1,204  for  the  ten  years  1937-1946. 

Illegitimate  births  numbered  114,  as  against  109  in  1946  and  an  average  of 
90  in  the  previous  five  years. 

The  Live  Birth-rate  was  equal  to  20.0  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population, 
as  against  17.8  per  1,000  the  previous  year,  and  15.6  in  1945.  Birth-rates  of 
over  20.0  per  1,000  were  the  rule  in  Rochdale  until  1913  ;  from  1914  onwards 
the  rate  dropped  to  a  trough  from  1933  to  1939  reaching  11.0  per  1,000  in  1939. 
Since  then  the  rate  has  steadily  increased.  The  average  birth-rate  for  the  ten 
years  1937-1946  was  14.0  per  1,000. 

Still  Births. 

51  were  registered  as  compared  with  54  in  1946,  and  an  average  of  41  in  the 
previous  five  years. 

Deaths. 

The  deaths  registered  show  an  increase  with  1,399  (males  690,  females  709) 
as  against  1,272  in  the  year  1946  and  1,263  in  1945. 

The  death-rate  from  all  causes  was  16.2  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population, 
as  compared  with  14.9  in  1946,  and  an  average  of  15.4  during  the  ten  years 
1937-1946. 


The  chief  causes  of  death  are  given  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year. 


Year  1946 

Year  1947 

Influenza  ...  . 

14 

8 

Tuberculosis  ... 

42 

50 

Cancer... 

176 

200 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

157 

175 

Heart  Disease 

321 

300 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ... 

113 

126 

Bronchitis 

97 

106 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

45 

45 

Nephritis 

33 

34 

Congenital  Debility,  Malformation  and  Pre¬ 
mature  Birth,  etc.  ... 

29 

58 

Total 

1,027 

1,102 

Percentage  of  total  deaths  registered  during 

the  year  .  80.6  ...  78.7 


Table  I  Appendix  shows  comparative  mortality  rates  and  birth-rates  during 
the  past  ten  years,  while  Table  II  Appendix  shows  the  age  and  sex  distribution 
and  causes  of  deaths  in  1947. 

More  important  than  these  total  figures  and  rates  are  the  following  facts 
set  out  in  tabular  form  : — 


Percentage  of  Deaths  in  Year  Groups,  distributed  according  to 

age  at  Death. 


Age  Group 

1907 

1917 

1927 

1937 

1947 

Under  15  years  ... 

32 

22 

16 

9 

9 

15 — 45  years  . 

l  45 

17 

14 

10 

6 

45 — 65  years 

i 

29 

31 

31 

24 

65  years  and  over 

23 

32 

38 

50 

60 

In  1947  60%  of  the  people  of  the  Borough  had  the  expectation  of  living 
through  childhood,  adolescence  and  all  the  years  of  active  work  and  reaching 
the  age  of  65. 


In  contrast  to  that  the  1907  figures  show  that  forty  years  ago  one  third 
(32%)  of  the  people  did  not  pass  adolescence  and  less  than  a  quarter  (23%)  of 
them  reached  the  age  of  65. 

This  ageing  of  the  population  brings  its  own  problems  and  much  more 
attention  will  have  to  be  paid  to  these  in  the  future.  With  some  10,000  persons 
over  65,  i.e.,  nominally  over  working  age,  in  addition  to  10,000  under  working 
age,  out  of  a  total  of  86,000  persons  in  the  Borough,  it  is  obvious  that  we  shall 
have  to  alter  old  ideas  on  many  allied  subjects  in  the  near  future. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  the  age  group  15  —  45  only  89  deaths 
occurred  in  1947  out  of  the  total  of  1,399.  Of  this  comparatively  small  number 
19  deaths  were  due  to  Tuberculosis,  10  to  Cancer  and  18  to  Heart  Disease. 
These  figures  give  an  indication  of  the  directions  in  which  efforts  towards  pro¬ 
longing  healthy  and  useful  lives  will  have  to  be  continued  and  improved  upon. 

Infant  Mortality. 

There  were  95  deaths  registered  under  one  year  of  age,  equal  to  a  rate  of 
55  per  1,000  live  births  registered,  compared  with  75  deaths  and  a  rate  of  49 
last  year. 

This  increase  is  mainly  accounted  for  by  deaths  due  to  Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis  (11  compared  with  3)  ;  Pneumonia  (16  compared  with  11)  ;  and  the 
group  of  Congenital  Debility,  Malformation  and  Birth  Injury  (27  compared 
with  22).  The  increase  in  the  deaths  due  to  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  is  reported 
upon  separately. 
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The  average  for  the  ten  years  1937—1946  was  58  per  1,000  live  births. 
The  Table  given  below  shows  the  comparative  figures  for  the  previous  ten  years  :- 


Year 

Deaths 

Registered 

Rate  per  1,000 
Nett  Live  Births 

Year 

Deaths 

Registered 

Rate  per  1,000 
Nett  Live  Births 

1937 

58 

53 

1942 

90 

71 

1938 

69 

63 

1943 

58 

46 

1939 

55 

55 

1944 

67 

50 

1940 

96 

89 

1945 

56 

44 

1941 

76 

67 

1946 

75 

49 

Gastro-enteritis  at  Birch  Hill  Maternity  Home. 

The  Maternity  Home  is  contained  in  a  separate  block  of  the  hospital  and 
is  divided  into  two  floors  with  separate  staff  and  independent  equipment. 
The  top  floor  only  was  affected.  This  floor  consists  of  a  private  wing  with  six 
single  wards  (1-6)  ;  one  2-bedded  (7-8)  ;  and  wards  with  4  beds  (9-12),  2  beds 
(13-14),  3  beds  (15-17)  and  8  beds  (18-25),  together  with  a  common  baby  nursery 
and  bathroom. 

The  outbreak  commenced  on  the  26th/27th  August,  when  a  baby  of  9  days 
old  began  vomiting.  This  was  at  first  regarded  as  probably  due  to  Pyloric 
Stenosis.  The  appearance  of  green  stools  on  the  27th  and  the  occurrence  of 
another  case  on  the  same  day  aroused  suspicion.  The  following  was  the 
sequence  of  events  : — 


Date  of 

Bed 

Date  of 

Symp- 

Date  of 

Case 

Birth 

No. 

Onset 

toms 

Death 

Feeding 

Remarks 

1  HO. 

16  Aug. 

3 

26/27  Aug. 

V.  &  D. 

29  Aug. 

Br.  till  26th 

Br.  Pnuemonia 

2  HA. 

22  Aug. 

11 

27  Aug. 

D. 

— 

Br.  &  Comp. 

Renal  Damage 

3  O 

23  Aug. 

2 

28  Aug. 

D. 

30  Aug. 

A.  &  Br. 

P.M. — Pur. 

4  W.  1 

22  Aug. 

Ureteritis 

20 

29  Aug. 

D. 

30  Aug. 

Br.  &  Comp. 

Prematurity 

5  MU. 

23  Aug. 

17 

30  Aug. 

D. 

31  Aug. 

Br. 

6  MA. 

22  Aug. 

19 

30  Aug. 

D. 

31  Aug. 

Br.  (Expd.) 

P.M. 

7  W.  2 

8  S. 

22  Aug. 

20  Aug. 

20 

31  Aug. 

D. 

1  Sept. 

Br.  &  Comp. 

P.M.— Pur. 
Bronchitis. 

1 

31  Aug. 

D. 

— 

Br. 

9  T. 

26  Aug. 

5 

31  Aug. 

D. 

— 

Br. 

10  B. 

11  MAU. 

27  Aug. 

22 

31  Aug. 

D. 

— 

Br. 

Renal  Damage 
Skin. 

29  Aug. 

6 

1  Sept. 

D. 

— 

Br. 

12  SH. 

13  BA. 

19  Aug. 

22  Aug. 

7 

1  Sept. 

D. 

1  Sept. 

(at  home) 

Br.  &  Comp. 

Home- 1st  Sept. 

14 

1  Sept. 

(at  home) 

D. 

— 

Br. 

Disch.-30th  Aug 

14  D. 

13  Aug. 

23 

1  Sept. 

(at  home) 

D. 

— 

Br.  &  Comp. 

Disch.-30th  Aug. 

15  WA. 

20  Aug. 

24 

2  Sept. 

D. 

— 

Br. 

Disch.-30th  Aug 

(at  home) 

12 


Of  14  other  children  not  affected  10  were  breast  fed,  2  breast  and  artificially 
fed,  and  2  artificially  fed. 

In  all  but  the  first  case  green  stools  were  the  first  abnormality  detected, 
preceded  by  a  few  hours  of  variable  malaise  and  lethargy.  Later  the  stools 
became  loose,  those  becoming  yellow  and  watery  being  the  worst  cases. 
Dehydration  was  rapid  and  jaundice  was  present  at  some  stage  in  most  cases. 
Blood  was  present  in  only  one  case  and  mucus  in  one  other  case. 

Both  oral  and  intra-muscular  Penicillin  was  used,  but  fatalities  occurred  so 
rapidly  that  assessment  of  treatment  was  almost  impossible. 

Investigation  was  undertaken  by  the  Rochdale  Public  Health  Laboratory 
and  the  Manchester  University  Laboratory.  The  only  significant  organism 
found  was  Coagulase  Positive  Staphylococcus  Aureus  in  the  post-mortem  material, 
in  the  stools  of  certain  survivors,  in  the  nose  and  throat  of  mothers  with  one 
exception,  and  of  8  members  of  the  nursing  staff  on  this  floor.  It  was,  however, 
not  possible  to  confirm  that  this  particular  organism  was  the  cause  of  the  out¬ 
break. 

The  floor  was  cleared  of  patients  and  staff  on  the  12th  September,  it  was 
thoroughly  cleaned  and  ventilated,  then  washed  down  and  re-decorated,  and 
re-opened  for  occupation  on  the  30th  September. 

No  further  cases  had  occurred  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

This  outbreak,  therefore,  accounted  for  six  of  the  deaths  due  to  Gastro¬ 
enteritis  in  infants  and  one  of  the  deaths  regarded  as  due  to  Pneumonia. 


Comparative  Mortality  and  Birth-rates. 


Death-rate 

All  Causes  per 
1,000  of 
population 

Live  Birth-rate 
per  1,000 
of 

population 

Infant 
Mortality 
per  1,000 
live  births 

ROCHDALE . 

16.2 

20.0 

55 

1 26  County  Boroughs 
and  Great  Towns  ... 

13.0 

23.3 

47 

148  Smaller  Towns 
(Population  25,000 
to  50,000) 

11.9 

22.2 

36 

England  and  Wales 

12.0 

20.5 

41 

These  provisional  figures  are  corrected  only  for  transfers  and  institutions 
and  make  no  allowance  for  variations  in  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the 
population  in  different  areas 
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Infectious  Diseases. 

The  principal  infectious  diseases  (excluding  influenza)  caused  17  deaths, 
compared  with  8  last  year. 


Diphtheria  . 

Measles  ...  . 

Whooping  Cough 
Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 
Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 


Year  1946  Year  1947 


1 

3 

3 

1 


1 

2 

1 

12 

1 


Total  ...  8  17 


Respiratory  Diseases. 

This  group  of  diseases  caused  166  deaths,  as  compared  with  157  in  1946. 
Pneumonia  caused  45  deaths  (45),  Bronchitis  106  deaths  (97)  and  other  respira¬ 
tory  affections  15  deaths  (15). 


The  average  number  of  deaths  from  these  diseases  in  the  5  years  1942-1946 
was  178. 


Cancer. 

The  arrangement  with  the  Christie  Hospital  and  Holt  Radium  Institute, 
Manchester,  for  the  admission  and  treatment  of  selected  cases  of  cancer  has 
been  continued  during  the  year. 

Deaths  classified  to  this  cause  and  shown  in  age  groups  below  numbered 
200  (males  102,  females  98)  as  against  176  the  previous  year  : — 


Total 

Deaths 

under 

15  yrs. 

15—45 

years. 

45—65 

years 

65  yrs. 
and  over 

Year  1947 

200 

1 

13 

70 

116 

Year  1946 

176 

— 

10 

68 

98 

The  death-rate  was  2.32  per  1,000  as  against  2.06  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population  for  the  previous  year. 


No  special  investigations  have  been  undertaken  during  the  year  in  connection 
with  the  incidence  or  causation  of  this  disease. 
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Poor  Law  Relief. 

The  following  information  as  to  the  number  of  persons  receiving  Relief 
at  the  end  of  December,  1947,  and  the  amount  of  cash  payments  during  the 
year,  compared  with  the  corresponding  figures  for  1946  has  been  kindly  supplied 
by  the  Director  of  Social  Welfare  : — 


No.  of  persons  in  receipt  of  Institutional 
Relief  (excluding  cases  in  Mental 

1946 

Week  ending 
28-12-46 

1947 

Week  ending 
27-12-47 

Hospitals)  .  . 

No.  of  persons  relieved  (excluding  non¬ 

318 

276 

resident  persons  and  vagrants) 

671 

573 

Amount  of  Out  Relief  granted . 

£461  4  6 

£396  10  0 

National  Health  Insurance. 


The  Clerk  to  the  Insurance  Committee  has  kindly  supplied  the  following 
information  as  to  the  number  of  insured  persons  in  the  Borough  and  the  cost  of 
medicines  supplied  to  the  insured  population  : — 

Year  ended  Dec.  31st. 


(1)  Total  number  of  Insured  Persons  in 

the  Borough  on  October  1st 

(2)  Number  of  Prescriptions  made  up 

for  the  Insured  Population 

(3)  Annual  Cost  of  Drugs,  Medicines  and 

Appliances  for  Insured  Population 


1946  1947 

52,505  . .  52,089 

227,625  . .  214,937 

£14,862  ..  £19,197 


Unemployment. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Manager  of  the  Rochdale  Employment  Exchange  for 
information  regarding  the  state  of  unemployment  in  Rochdale  and  the  adjoining 
district  of  Wardle  during  1947.  Figures  for  Rochdale  only  are  not  available. 

The  average  number  of  unemployed  persons  on  the  register  during  the 
year  ended  the  31st  December,  1947,  was  as  follows  : — Men  219,  Women  30,  and 
Juveniles  10,  making  a  total  of  259  persons.  The  corresponding  figures  in  1946 
were  Men  290,  Women  23,  and  Juveniles  10.  Total  323. 

I  am  also  informed  that  at  the  middle  of  1947  there  were  approximately 
43,350  insured  persons  (24,181  men,  15,354  women  and  3,815  juveniles)  but  I 
am  asked  to  state  that  this  figure  does  not  include  those  persons  who  by  reason 
of  age,  type  or  class  of  employment,  or  part-time  capacity,  are  exempted  from 
the  Unemployment  Insurance  Scheme. 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

Clinic  and  Treatment  Centres. 

The  only  alteration  in  the  arrangements  for  these  clinics  is  that  the  Norden 
Clinic  was  transferred  on  the  1st  October  to  the  old  Norden  Council  Offices  and 
is  now  held  on  Thursday  afternoon  instead  of  Friday  afternoon. 


The  hours  of  clinic  sessions  and  the  situation  of  centres  are  as  shown  : — - 


Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Thurs. 

Fri. 

1. — Maternity  &  Child 
Welfare 

(a)  St.  Luke’s  School, 
Deeplish . 

10—12 

noon 

2 — 4  p.m. 

(b)  St.  Clement’s  School 
Spotland  Bridge  ... 

— 

10 — 12  noon 
2 — 4  p.m. 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Council  Offices, 

Norden  . 

— 

— 

— 

2 — 4  p.m. 

— 

(d)  Baillie  St.  Council 
School . 

— 

— 

2 — 4  p.m. 

2 — 4  p.m. 

10 — 12  a.m. 

(e)  Castleton  Wesleyan 
School,  Essex  Street 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 — 4  p.m. 

(f)  Ante  Natal 

(Baillie  St.  Council 
School)  . i . 

10  a.m.  to 
11-30  a.m. 

5-30  to 

7-0  p.m. 

10  a.m.  to 
11-30  a.m. 

10  a.m.  to 
11-30  a.m. 

(g)  Post  Natal 

(Baillie  St.  Council 
School)  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2-30 — 4  p.m. 

II. — Municipal  Clinic 

Baillie  Street  . 

(a)  Tuberculosis  Dispen. 

Entrance  :  24  Baillie  St. 

(b)  Venereal  Diseases 

Clinic — 

Male  . 

Entrance  :  20  Baillie  Street 

Female  . . . 
Entrance  :  2  Alfred  Street  ... 

— 

5-30  p.m.  to 
7-30  p.m. 

2 — 4  p.m. 

— 

9-30  a.m.  to 
11-30  a.m. 

5-30  to 

7-30  p.m. 

3-0  p.m.  to 
5-0  p.m. 

— 

5 — 7  p.m. 

— 

— 

10- 30  a.m.  to 

11- 30  a.m. 

5-30  p.m.  to 
7-30  p.m. 

— 

— 

III. — Clinics  Provided  by 
the  Education 
Committee — 

(a)  Inspection  Clinics  ... 

(b)  Treatment  Clinics ... 

(c)  Eye  Clinic  . 

9 — 12  noon 

2 — 5  p.m. 

9 — 12  noon 

Daily  9 — 10 

-30  a.m. 

Specialist 

Clinic  by  arr 

angement 

The  work  in  connection  with  the  Corporation  Clinics  is  set  out  in  detail  in 
the  respective  sections  in  this  Report. 


Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Arrangements  continued  throughout  the  year  with  the  District  Nursing 
Association,  as  described  in  previous  reports. 


That  Association’s  Report  for  the  year  shows  that  they  nursed  a  total  of 
1,473  patients  to  whom  47,665  visits  were  paid.  Out  of  this  total  3,503  visits 
were  paid  to  227  patients  whose  care  was  the  responsibility  of  the  Public  Health 
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Department.  More  than  half  of  these  visits  were  paid  to  children  under  five 
years  of  age.  The  nursing  of  Pneumonia  absorbed  over  500  visits,  while  800 
visits  were  paid  to  45  patients  for  varying  conditions  arising  out  of  pregnancy 
and  childbirth.  In  addition,  202  visits  were  paid  by  the  nurses  to  patients 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 

The  work  of  the  District  Nurses  is  highly  esteemed  in  the  town  and  their 
assistance  in  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  was  much  appreciated. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

Not  all  the  re-organisation  referred  to  in  last  year’s  Report  could  be  carried 
out  during  the  year.  It  is  true  that  a  certain  amount  of  re-organisation  so  far 
as  personnel,  service  conditions  and  depot  routine  are  concerned,  was  achieved, 
but  arrangements  were  not  completed  for  re-housing  the  Service.  Until  this 
is  accomplished  any  major  re-organisation,  including  co-operation  with  other 
Departments,  cannot  be  completed. 

A  day  and  night  service  is  provided  to  deal  with  accident  calls  and  removals 
to  Corporation  and  other  Hospitals.  At  the  present  time  a  fleet  of  five  vehicles 
is  engaged  with  a  personnel  establishment  of  one  Ambulance  Officer,  22  Drivers 
and  Attendants  and  three  Telephonists. 

Agreements  are  held  with  the  Councils  of  three  adjacent  districts  to  provide 
ambulance  facilities  in  their  areas. 

During  the  year  5,025  ambulance  journeys  involving  a  running  mileage  of 
28,857  miles,  were  run,  being  648  journeys  on  account  of  accidents  in  the  streets, 
works,  etc.,  and  4,377  other  journeys.  Of  the  total  journeys  shown,  4,250  were 
in  respect  of  Borough  patients  and  775  for  Out-Borough  patients. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Rochdale  Transport  Department  car  transport 
is  maintained  at  the  Ambulance  Depot  for  the  Municipal  Midwifery  Service. 
At  mid-year  this  service  was  increased  to  two  cars.  During  1947  a  total  of 
6,543  journeys  (26,125  miles)  was  so  made.  In  addition  1,205  other  journeys 
involving  5,112  miles  were  made.  These  vehicles  are  driven  by  the  Ambulance 
personnel. 

In  connection  with  the  Municipal  Car  Hire  Service  operated  by  the  Rochdale 
Transport  Department,  the  arrangement  has  been  continued  for  a  Night  Car 
Service  to  convey  relatives  of  patients  called  in  emergency  to  Birch  Hill  Hospital 
or  the  Rochdale  Infirmary  at  times  when  normal  transport  facilities  are  not 
available.  The  number  of  persons  conveyed  during  1947  was  74. 
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Laboratory  Facilities. 

(a)  Bacteriological  Examinations. 

The  Municipal  Laboratory,  in  the  grounds  of  Birch  Hill  Hospital  undertakes 
all  Bacteriological  and  Bio-chemical  work  for  this  and  other  Corporation  Depart¬ 
ments  and  is  available  for  outside  bodies  when  required.  Arrangements  were 
made  with  Littleborough  and  Heywood  for  Bacteriological  work  from  these 
districts  to  be  performed  at  this  Laboratory. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  done  by  the  Laboratory.  The  unit 
value  shown  in  respect  of  the  specimens  is  primarily  designed  for  costing  purposes, 
but  is  included  here  to  give  some  idea  of  the  relative  amount  of  time  and  material 
spent  in  examining  the  different  classes  of  specimens  : — 


Sent  By 

Specimens 

Unit  Value 

1946 

1947 

1946 

1947 

Public  Health  Office,  including  Swabs 
etc.  from  Practitioners 

803 

580 

3532 

2442 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  . 

1417 

1280 

1572 

1457 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary 

266 

263 

505 

546 

School  Medical  Service 

143 

36 

341 

112 

Marland  Hospital 

687 

548 

1714 

1732 

Springfield  Sanatorium  ... 

260 

385 

539 

844 

Birch  Hill  Hospital 

5349 

7624 

27749 

37996 

Private  . 

487 

375 

1802 

1417 

Others  ...  . 

100 

423 

926 

2535 

Total  . 

9512 

11514 

38680 

49081 

Dr.  C.  H.  Adderley,  the  Pathologist  in  charge,  works  in  close  collaboration 
with  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  hospitals  and  clinics,  and  is  always  available  for 
consultant  purposes.  The  value  of  this  work  can  never  be  represented  in  any 
statistical  table,  but  is  fully  reflected  by  the  increased  interest  to  both  sides 
and  by  the  ultimate  benefit  to  the  patients. 

In  the  above  table  the  reduced  number  of  specimens  sent  from  the  Public 
Health  Office,  the  Child  Welfare  Department,  the  School  Medical  Service,  and 
Marland  Hospital,  reflects  the  decrease  in  infectious  diseases  such  as  Diphtheria 
and  Scarlet  Fever.  On  the  other  hand,  in  the  marked  increase  of  the  number 
of  specimens  sent  from  Birch  Hill  Hospital  is  reflected  the  Health  Committee’s 
policy  in  increasing  and  expanding  the  medical  staff  at  that  hospital,  both 
Consultant  and  Resident.  By  this  means,  together  with  close  co-operation  with 
the  Laboratory,  much  more  scientific  investigation  of  the  patients  is  being 
undertaken. 
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The  bacteriological  examination  of  water  and  of  milk  is  included  in  the 
work  of  the  above  laboratory,  while  chemical  analysis  of  water  is  carried  out 
by  the  Public  Analyst : — 

Milk — for  Tubercle  Bacilli  (Animal 

Inoculation)  .  65  samples 

for  Bacterial  Count,  B.  Coli  and 

Reductase  Test  .  67  ,, 

Water — for  Bacterial  Count .  13  „ 

(b)  Pathological  Examinations. 

In  addition  to  the  examinations  included  in  the  work  of  the  above  Labor¬ 
atory  1 ,065  specimens  from  persons  suspected  of  suffering  from  venereal  diseases 
were  examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester,  and  427  specimens 
were  examined  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  treatment  centre. 


(c)  Milk  and  Foodstuffs. 

The  Borough  Analyst  has  examined  119  samples  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts,  as  against  208  last  year. 


Hospitals. 

The  public  and  voluntary  hospital  services  in  the  district  provide  1,000 
beds  for  patients,  as  shown  below  : — 

Public  Hospitals — 

Birch  Hill  Hospital — General  Medical  and  Surgical  ...  417  beds 

do.  Maternity  .  58  ,, 

Birch  Hill  Institution — Epilepsy,  Mentally  Infirm,  etc....  150  „ 

Marland  Hospital — Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  120  ,, 

Springfield  Sanatorium — Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

(females)...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  40  ,, 

Wolstenholme  Pulmonary  Hospital — Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  (males)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55  ,, 

Voluntary  Hospitals — 

Rochdale  Infirmary — General  (chiefly  surgical) .  110  ,, 

The  Memorial  Home — Orthopaedic  .  50  ,, 


Arrangements  have  been  continued  during  the  year  to  send  selected  cases 
of  tuberculosis  to  various  sanatoria,  e.g.  The  Robert  Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt 
Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Oswestry. 

Three  beds  are  also  retained  at  the  Hyde  Smallpox  Hospital  for  cases  of 
smallpox  which  may  occur  within  the  Borough. 


The  General  Hospital,  Birch  Hill. 

This  hospital  has  accommodation  for  475  patients,  including  417  beds  for 
general  medical  and  surgical  and  58  for  maternity  cases,  and  serves  the  Rochdale 
County  Borough  and  the  adjoining  County  Districts  with  a  total  estimated 
population  of  approximately  120,000. 
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During  the  year  4,033  patients  were  admitted  to  the  hospital,  excluding 
996  infants  bom  in  the  hospital,  in  comparison  with  4,194  admissions  and 
1,100  live  births  in  1946. 

During  the  year  there  was  on  the  whole  some  improvement  in  the  staffing 
position  at  the  hospital,  although  extreme  difficulties  were  met  in  maintaining 
adequate  staff  in  the  Maternity  Home.  It  cannot  be  said  that  much  improve¬ 
ment  was  experienced  in  regard  to  supply  of  materials  and  equipment  for  the 
various  needs  of  the  hospital. 

As  already  mentioned,  no  progress  has  been  made  towards  the  adapting  of 
Foxholes,  a  large  building  acquired  by  the  Corporation  for  the  purpose  of  a 
Preliminary  Training  School.  The  Ministry  of  Health’s  approval  to  the  adapta¬ 
tions  was  still  awaited  at  the  end  of  the  year.  When  this  building  can  be  adapted 
and  put  into  use  it  will  relieve  the  educational  facilities  at  the  hospital ;  it  will 
allow  the  block  system  of  training  to  be  adopted  and  it  will  assist  in  the  provision 
of  residential  quarters  for  nurses. 

The  following  statistical  summary  provides  an  indication  of  the  volume 
of  work  done  at  Birch  Hill  Hospital : — 

Year  1946  Year  1947 


Total  number  of  admissions  (including  infants  born 
in  hospital) . 

Number  of  women  confined  in  hospital 

Number  of  live  births . 

Number  of  still-births . 

Number  of  deaths  amongst  the  newly-born  (i.e. 
under  4  weeks  of  age) 

Total  number  of  deaths  amongst  children  under  one 
year  . 

Number  of  maternal  deaths  among  women  confined 
in  hospital  ... 

Total  number  of  deaths 

Total  number  of  discharges  (including  infants  born 

in  hospital)  . 

Duration  of  stay  of  patients — 

(a)  Four  weeks  or  less . 

(b)  Exceeding  four  weeks  but  under  thirteen 

weeks 

(c)  Exceeding  thirteen  weeks . 

Number  of  beds  occupied,  average  during  the  year 

(highest  418  on  13/2/47,  lowest  306  on  17/9/47) 
Number  of  surgical  operations  under  general 
anaesthetic  (excluding  dental  operations) 

Number  of  abdominal  sections 
Number  of  pathological  and  microscopical  exam¬ 
inations 


5294  ...  5029 
1125  ...  1015 

1100  ...  996 
49  ...  40 

39  ...  47 

59  ...  74 

5  ...  2 

499  ...  563 

4768  ...  4460 

3527  ...  3291 

1128  ...  1209 
612  ...  523 

377  ...  374 


1364  ...  1208 

486  ...  483 

5788  ...  7711 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  plans  were  well  advanced  for  the  erection  of  a  new 
residence  for  the  medical  staff.  The  present  residence  is  quite  inadequate  for 
the  existing  staff  and  allows  of  no  further  expansion.  It  is  hoped  that  when 
this  new  residence  is  completed  the  office  accommodation  at  the  hospital  will 
also  be  able  to  be  improved. 

Dental  Work. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  H.  Senior  Ashworth,  Dental  Surgeon  at  the  General 
Hospital,  for  the  following  statement  of  dental  work  carried  out  at  the  hospital 
and  the  adjoining  Public  Assistance  Institution  during  the  year  : — 

Visits  to  Birch  Hill  Hospital  ...  ...  .  ...  55 

Fillings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  1 

Extractions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  347 

Scalings  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  1 

General  Anaesthetics,  other  than  Nitrous  Oxide,  have  been  administered  by 
the  Medical  Officers  for  the  multiple  extraction  of  teeth. 

Dentures  have  been  supplied  to  certain  patients  and  dentures  have  also 
been  repaired. 

Marland  Hospital  and  Springfield  Sanatorium. 

The  work  at  these  institutions  is  referred  to  in  a  later  part  of  this  Report. 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes. 

There  are  two  dwelling-houses  registered  as  Maternity  Homes  and  two  as 
Nursing  Homes  for  medical  and  surgical  cases  : — 

59  Boundary  Street — two  patients — Maternity. 

78  Louise  Street — three  patients — Maternity. 

62  King  Street  East — one  patient — Maternity. 

183  Drake  Street — eight  patients — Medical  and  Surgical. 

The  Law  Nursing  Home,  Manchester  Road — 34  patients — Medical. 

Joint  Consultative  Committee. 

The  Joint  Committee  consisting  of  representatives  of  the  Health  Committee 
and  of  the  Rochdale  Infirmary,  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  co-ordinating  the 
hospital  services,  have  continued  their  meetings  and  many  matters  of  mutual 
interest  affecting  general  hospital  administration  have  been  discussed. 

Blood  Transfusion  Service. 

Arrangements  were  completed  in  February  with  the  Regional  Blood 
Transfusion  Service  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  Manchester,  for  Rochdale  and 
district  to  be  included  in  that  Regional  Service.  From  that  date  onwards, 
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therefore,  all  arrangements  were  made  by  the  Regional  Service  for  the  holding 
of  sessions  in  Rochdale,  for  the  taking  of  blood,  for  the  organisation  of  the 
Blood  Bank  and  for  maintaining  a  supply  of  blood  for  the  patients  in  Corporation 
hospitals.  By  the  end  of  the  year  the  Regional  Office  had  also  taken  over  the 
organisation  of  the  Blood  Donor  Panel. 

Poor  Law  Medical  Out-Relief. 

As  previously  outlined  the  town  is  served  by  the  Domiciliary  Medical 
Services  Scheme  on  the  Panel  system,  except  for  the  Wardleworth  and  Small- 
bridge  Wards,  where  a  permanent  District  Medical  Officer  still  holds  office.  The 
number  covered  by  the  Panel  Scheme  on  the  31st  December,  1947,  was  1,421. 

Institutional  Provision  for  Care  of  Mental  Defectives. 

These  cases  are  accommodated  at  the  Birch  Hill  Institution,  were  150  beds 
are  provided  for  this  type  of  case. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Notification  of  Births— Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

There  were  1,686  births  notified  as  belonging  to  Rochdale— 1,677  by 
midwives,  and  9  by  doctors.  These  figures  include  778  births  occurring  at  Birch 
Hill  Maternity  Home  and  classified  to  Rochdale. 

Health  Visitors. 

The  staff  of  the  Health  Visitors  was  reduced  from  a  normal  strength  of  six 
to  five  for  7  months  of  the  year.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  maintain  a  full 
staff  for  some  considerable  time,  the  last  complete  year  being  1942. 

The  Health  Visitors  have  made  a  total  of  12,233  visits  mainly  to  children 
under  five  (9,973  visits)  and  to  expectant  mothers  (151  visits).  The  Health 
Visitors  are  also  in  regular  attendance  at  the  Welfare  Centres,  Nursery  Schools 
and  the  Day  Nursery.  As  a  natural  result  of  the  necessity  of  staffing  the  clinics 
the  time  allowed  for  district  visiting  has  been  reduced. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

The  five  centres  in  different  parts  of  the  town  have  continued  with  their 
nine  weekly  sessions. 

The  total  attendances  of  children  of  all  ages  at  all  clinics  was  31,036  as 
compared  with  23,686  in  1946,  an  increase  of  approximately  33%.  This  may 
be  partly  due  to  the  increase  in  the  birth  rates  of  1946  and  1947,  and  partly  due 
to  the  increasing  scarcity  of  dried  milks  before  the  rationing  of  the  products 
came  into  force,  chemists’  supplies  being  rapidly  absorbed  by  those  not  strictly 
entitled.  The  rationing  scheme  concentrated  available  supplies  for  distribu¬ 
tion  through  Child  Welfare  Services,  so  that  a  child  had  to  be  in  regular  attend¬ 
ance  at  the  clinics  to  be  sure  of  obtaining  dried  milk. 
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This  increase  in  attendance  concerned  chiefly  the  age  group  0 — 1  (approx. 
50%),  but  there  was  a  slight  rise  in  the  1 — 2  group  (5,218  as  against  4,883). 
The  toddlers’  group  was  approximately  stationary  (4,151  as  against  4,133). 


Centre 

New 

Cases 

admitted 

during 

1947 

Total  Attendances 
of  Children 

Average 

Attendance 

per 

Clinic 

Session 

No.  of 
Medical 
examin¬ 
ations 
by  M.O. 

under  1  yr. 

1 — 2  yrs. 

2 — 5  yrs. 

(a)  Baillie  Street 
*  (Wardleworth) 

239 

3,884 

675 

653 

t 

53  (36) 

1,476 

(b)*St.  Luke’s 

308 

5,536 

1,031 

720 

76  (53) 

1,973 

(c)*St.  Clement’s 

298 

4,760 

1,523 

1,082 

74  (56) 

1,707 

(d)  Baillie  Street 
*  (Castleton) 

214 

4,172 

795 

489 

55  (44) 

1,512 

(e)  Castleton 

156 

2,374 

888 

895 

43  (41) 

871 

(f)  Norden  . 

62 

941 

306 

312 

32  (24) 

389 

Totals . 

1277 

21,667 

5,218 

4,151 

— 

7,928 

Corresponding 
Figures  1946 

953 

14,670 

4,883 

4,133 

— 

6,249 

*  Two  Clinic  Sessions  per  week.  f  Figures  in  brackets  are  for  1946. 


The  average  attendance  per  session  at  all  the  clinics  has  risen  appreciably 
from  42  to  54.  The  severe  weather  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  served  to  lessen 
what  would  undoubtedly  have  been  a  larger  total.  Medical  Officers’  examinations 
increased  correspondingly  from  6,249  to  7,928  and  were  unaffected  by  a  change 
in  staff.  The  number  of  children  who  attended  for  the  first  time  and  who  at  the 
date  of  their  first  visit  were  under  one  year  of  age  was  1,159  or  68  %  of  the 
notified  live  births,  as  against  59%  in  1946. 


The  year  as  a  whole  has  been  characterised  by  comparative  freedom  from 
infectious  disease  amongst  children  attending  and  the  general  standard  of  well¬ 
being  has  been  maintained. 


Medical  records  of  children  attending  these  clinics  are  subsequently  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  School  Medical  Services  Clinic  with  which  close  liason  continued 
for  such  things  as  regular  dressings  and  dental  treatment,  and  for  conditions  of 
the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat,  and  Eyes. 

The  members  of  the  Ladies’  Executive  Committee  and  co-opted  voluntary 
helpers  have  continued  to  render  very  valuable  and  pleasant  assistance  at  the 
Centres. 
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Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

Continuing  use  is  made  of  the  services  of  Dr.  Bateman  and  Miss  Hoyle  at 
the  Smith  Street  Clinic  carried  on  by  the  Cripple  Children’s  Union,  and  the 
Medical  Officer  acknowledges  with  gratitude  much  helpful  advice  offered  by 
his  colleague. 


National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children. 

The  work  of  this  Society  has  again  been  found  to  be  of  great  value  in  inducing 
the  recalcitrant  parent  to  conform  to  more  reasonable  standards. 


The  staff  have  had  opportunity  elsewhere  to  acknowledge  their  appreciation 
of  the  work  of  Inspector  Langman  who  left  Rochdale  during  the  year  after  a 
long  period  of  faithful  and  valued  service  to  the  children  of  this  district. 


Provision  of  Milk  and  Food  Preparations. 

The  Local  Authority’s  scheme  for  the  distribution  of  milk  and  food  prepara¬ 
tions  continues  on  the  modified  scale  which  has  existed  since  the  National  Milk 
Scheme  came  into  being,  particularly  since  that  scheme  was  made  to  include 
the  dried  milk  and  vitamin  preparations. 

Closest  contact  is  maintained  between  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Clinic  services  and  the  Milk  Office.  The  clinics  are  utilised  as  distribution  centres 
with  staff  allocated  from  the  Milk  Office. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

In  1946,  841  children  under  five  received  a  course  of  immunisation  and  in 
1947  the  number  immunised  in  this  group  was  835. 


Further  mention  is  made  of  the  scheme  in  the  sections  dealing  with  Infectious 
Diseases  and  Schools  Medical  Services. 


Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics. 

There  are  now  six  clinic  sessions  each  week — four  Ante-natal  Clinics  at 
Baillie  Street  Council  School  and  one  at  Birch  Hill  Maternity  Home,  while 
one  Post-natal  Clinic  is  held  at  Baillie  Street  School. 
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The  number  of  women  attending  these  clinics  is  set  out  in  the  following 
summary. 


Rochdale 

Borough 

County 

Districts 

Tol 

tal 

1946 

1947 

1946 

1947 

1946 

1947 

(1)  ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS 

(a)  No.  of  Expectant  Mothers 

Baillie  St. 

1,110 

930 

140 

116 

1,250 

1,046 

attending  (New  Cases)  ... 

Birch  Hill 

— 

— 

131 

130 

131 

130 

(b)  No.  of  attendances  (Old 

Baillie  St. 

5,505 

5,721 

667 

745 

6,172 

6,466 

and  New  Cases) . 

Birch  Hill 

— 

— 

729 

785 

729 

785 

(c)  Average  attendances  per 

Baillie  St. 

22.4 

23.2 

2.7 

3.0 

25 

26.2 

clinic  session  . 

Birch  Hill 

— 

— 

14.0 

15.1 

14.0 

15.1 

(2)  POST-NATAL  CLINIC 

(a)  No.  of  Mothers  attending 

(New  Cases)  . 

Baillie  St. 

233 

235 

36 

26 

269 

261 

(b)  No.  of  attendances  (Old 

and  New  Cases) . 

Baillie  St. 

286 

292 

51 

31 

337 

323 

(c)  Average  attendance  per 

clinic  session 

Baillie  St. 

6.1 

6.3 

1.1 

0.7 

7.2 

7.0 

The  930  Rochdale  patients  who  attended  for  the  first  time  at  the  Ante¬ 
natal  Clinics  during  the  year  represent  52  per  cent,  of  the  total  notified  live- 
births  and  still-births  in  this  Borough  as  compared  with  74  per  cent,  in  the 
previous  year.  In  following  up  these  patients  the  Health  Visitors  paid  151 
home  visits. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  services  of  the  X-Ray  Department  at  Birch  Hill  Hospital  are  avail¬ 
able  to  patients  from  the  Ante-natal  Clinics  as  are  also  the  services  of  the  Lab¬ 
oratory. 

In  particular  the  Laboratory  staff  attends  certain  Ante-natal  Clinics  in 
order  to  perform  complete  blood  counts  on  new  cases.  During  the  year  1,256 
counts  were  carried  out. 

Consultant  Services. 

The  link  between  the  Ante-natal  Clinics  and  Birch  Hill  Maternity  Home 
was  further  strengthened  in  1946  by  the  appointment  of  a  Senior  Medical  Officer 
for  Midwifery  and  Gynaecology  at  Birch  Hill  Hospital  and  by  arrangements 
for  this  Officer  to  undertake  certain  Ante-natal  Clinics. 
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The  whole  of  the  midwifery  services,  both  in  the  home  and  the  clinics, 
including  Post-natal  Clinic,  continues  to  be  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  K.  A. 
Evans,  Consultant  Obstretrician  and  Gynaecologist. 

Emergency  Maternity  Unit. 

The  unit  is  available  at  short  notice  night  and  day  for  service  within  the 
Borough  or  adjoining  County  Districts  (Tel.  No.  8294,  Birch  Hill  Hospital). 
This  service  was  called  upon  once  during  the  year. 

Maternity  Outfits. 

Three  loans  of  Maternity  Outfits  for  confinement  at  home  were  made  during 
the  year.  Sterilised  accouchement  outfits  may  be  obtained  at  the  Child  Welfare 
Centres  at  cost  price  or  free  in  necessitous  cases. 

Dental  Services. 

The  joint  arrangement  with  the  School  Dental  Services  has  been  continued. 
Dental  treatment  in  the  nature  of  extractions  and  small  fillings  necessary  for 
clearing  septic  conditions  was  given  to  22  mothers  and  8  children. 

Medical  Assistance. 

Midwives  practising  in  the  District  requested  the  services  of  a  medical 
practitioner  in  312  maternity  cases  and  in  48  cases  of  newly  born  children.  The 
corresponding  figures  last  year  were  242  and  22  respectively. 

In  19  cases  the  medical  fee  was  paid  in  whole  or  part  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  £35  as  against  £41  the  previous  year. 

Midwifery  Fees. 

The  Local  Authority  pay  the  midwifery  fees  in  cases  where  the  family 
circumstances,  including  the  question  of  Maternity  Benefits,  merit  this.  During 
the  year  the  fee  was  paid  or  allowed  in  whole  or  part  in  52  cases. 


Maternity  Home. 

There  were  1,040  maternity  cases  admitted  to  Birch  Hill  Maternity  Home, 
832  from  Rochdale  and  208  from  surrounding  districts,  as  against  1,328  in  1946, 
and  1,046  in  1945.  The  actual  number  of  women  confined  was  1,015  of  which 
811  were  Rochdale,  198  Lancashire  County  Area  and  six  from  other  districts. 

Midwives. 

13  mid  wives  gave  notice  during  the  year  of  intention  to  practice  in  this 
Borough  ;  9  of  whom  were  engaged  as  Municipal  Midwives,  while  the  remaining 
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four  were  engaged  in  private  practice.  Comparative  figures  of  the  year’s  district 
midwifery  work  by  Municipal  Midwives  are  given  in  the  following  table  : — 

Year  1946  Year  1947 


Cases  attended — as  Midwife  ... 

525 

...  792 

as  Maternity  Nurse... 

43 

60 

Visits  during  laying- in  period — as  Midwife  ... 

7,756 

...  12,022 

as  Maternity  Nurse 

499 

...  399 

Ante-natal  (Home  Visits) —  . 

2,114 

...  2,085 

Miscellaneous  Visits — Ante-natal  Clinic,  etc. 

219 

...  129 

The  4  midwives  in  private  practice  attended  82  cases  as  midwives  during 
the  past  year  and  none  as  maternity  nurses. 

For  two  years  now  the  staff  of  Municipal  Midwives  has  been  practically  up 
to  establishment.  On  the  other  hand  the  number  of  births  has  increased  during 
the  same  two  years.  The  accommodation  in  the  Maternity  Home  at  Birch  Hill 
and  elsewhere  has  not  been  increased  and,  therefore,  the  weight  of  the  work 
entailed  in  these  increased  birth-rates  has  fallen  upon  the  Domiciliary  Midwife. 

A  car  service  is  operated  from  the  ambulance  Depot  in  connection  with  the 
Municipal  Midwifery  Service.  As  already  mentioned  a  second  car  has  been  added 
and  the  journeys  made  by  these  cars  have  practically  doubled  those  made  in  the 
previous  year.  By  this  means  the  Midwives  have  been  assisted  to  make  the  best 
possible  use  of  their  skilled  services.  Thus  the  year  under  review  shows  a  very 
considerable  increase  in  cases  attended  and  in  visits  paid  to  these  cases  over  the 
previous  year  which  itself  showed  a  big  increase  over  1945. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Five  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  reported,  all  of  whom  were  removed  to 
Marland  Hospital  for  treatment  where  all  of  them  made  a  satisfactory  recovery. 
During  the  previous  year  three  cases  were  reported. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

There  were  four  maternal  deaths  recorded  during  the  year,  with  a  maternal 
mortality  rate  of  2.25  per  1,000  total  births  (live  and  still-births).  This  com¬ 
pares  with  last  year’s  figure  of  three  deaths,  with  a  mortality  rate  of  1 .90,  and  four 
deaths  with  a  mortality  rate  of  3.07  for  1945. 

Reports  continued  to  be  sought  on  these  maternal  deaths  and  examined  in 
this  Department.  No  evidence  was  found  which  indicated  the  necessity  to  alter 
our  procedure  in  regard  to  ante-natal  supervision  and  the  conduct  of  confine¬ 
ments.  Once  again  the  necessity  for  expectant  mothers  to  take  full  advantage  of 
the  services  offered  and  to  abide  by  the  advice  given  was  forcibly  indicated. 
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The  following  figures  show  the  Maternal  Mortality  rates  per  1 ,000  live  and 
still  births  in  other  towns  as  compared  with  Rochdale. 


Area 

1946 

1947 

Average  5  years 
1941-45 

Rochdale  ■  . 

1.90 

2.25 

3.76 

Average  12  neighbouring 

manufacturing  towns 

1.45 

1.09 

2.71 

Administrative  County  of 

Lancaster  ... 

1.42 

1.35 

2.61 

England  and  Wales  ... 

1.43 

1.17 

2.05 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Three  cases  were  reported  during  1947,  as  against  no  cases  in  1946  and  4  in 
1945. 

Child  Life  Protection. 

The  Health  Visitors  acting  as  Infant  Life  Protection  Officers  made  39  visits 
in  this  connection.  For  somewhat  similar  purposes,  but  under  the  Adoption 
Act  of  1926,  the  Health  Visitors  paid  46  visits. 


CASTLETON  DAY  NURSERY. 

The  number  of  children  on  the  register  in  January,  1947,  was  69  (66)  and 
in  December,  1947,  64  (70) — the  figures  in  parenthesis  being  the  corresponding 
figures  for  last  year.  A  marked  falling-off  in  attendance  occurred  in  the  first 
quarter  of  1947  owing  to  a  measles  epidemic  and  the  severity  of  the  weather  at 
that  time.  Altogether  180  medical  examinations  were  performed  during  the 
year. 

A  total  of  seven  children  during  the  year  were  found  to  be  of  sub-normal  (C) 
nutrition  as  against  two  last  year.  The  nutrition  as  a  whole  tends  to  shift  from 
a  relative  preponderance  of  excellent  (A)  Group  to  the  normal  (B)  Group, 
especially  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  This  may  be  partly  due  to  the 
natural  differences  in  subjective  judgment  of  medical  officers  since  the  medical 
staff  changed  in  September.  71  were  considered  to  be  of  A.  Nutrition  and 
82  of  B.  Nutrition. 


Cases  referred  for  special  treatment  showed  an  increase  from  5  to  22. 
Of  these  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  conditions  showed  a  notable  preponderance. 
Details  are  as  follows  : — 


Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  .  ...  14 

Ultra  Violet  Ray  ...  ...  .  ...  3 

Eye  Conditions  (1),  Speech  Defects  (1), 

Skin  Conditions  (1),  Dental  Caries  (1)  ...  4 

General  Surgical  conditions .  1 
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A  general  impression  is  that  with  regard  to  the  common  ailments,  e.g. 
nasal,  miscellaneous  skin  diseases,  and  in  general  conditions  the  children  do 
not  compare  favourably  with  the  children  of  corresponding  age  in  the  Nursery 
Schools.  Arrangements  have  been  made  accordingly  for  a  group  of  children 
to  be  taken  together  for  Ultra  Violet  Ray  Treatment. 

All  entrants  (amounting  to  14)  not  previously  done  were  immunised  against 
Diphtheria. 

As  from  October,  1947,  the  visits  of  the  Medical  Officer  for  routine  inspection 
were  increased  to  approximately  once  every  three  weeks  in  rotation  with  the 
Nursery  Schools.  A  Health  Visitor  is  in  attendance  at  these  visits  and  main¬ 
tains  friendly  contact  with  the  Matron,  thus  securing  greater  liaison  with  the 
Nursery  and  the  Health  Visitors’  district  work. 

The  weekly  visits  of  the  Medical  Officer  for  the  purpose  of  viewing  special 
cases  will  be  maintained. 

The  Matron  continued  to  maintain  contact  with  the  parents  on  matters 
relating  to  the  health  and  care  of  the  children. 

HOME  AND  DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 

A  service  of  Home  and  Domestic  Helps  was  commenced  on  the  20th  January, 
and  during  the  year  assisted  93  cases  (20  cases  of  maternity  and  73  of  general 
sickness,  etc.).  The  average  period  over  which  assistance  was  given  was  39 
days  for  maternity  cases  and  22  days  for  general  sickness. 

Whilst  the  initial  period  of  introduction  of  the  scheme  can  be  said  to  be 
satisfactory,  any  success  which  may  be  claimed  is  limited  by  the  number  of 
workers  recruited  for  employment.  During  the  year  an  average  of  8  Helps 
was  engaged  in  the  service,  and  experience  has  shown  that  this  number  is  not 
sufficient  to  meet  the  demands  made  upon  the  service. 

Repeated  efforts  have  been  made  by  advertisement,  personal  recruitment 
and  by  reference  to  the  local  office  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  to  increase  the 
number  of  Helps  employed.  The  poor  response  received  to  these  efforts  is  due 
to  the  very  low  number  of  female  workers  in  the  area  registered  as  unemployed 
and  also  to  the  fact  that  the  Ministry  of  Labour  have  given  no  priority  to  this 
class  of  employment.  Whilst  these  factors  remain  it  will  be  very  difficult  to 
develop  the  scheme  to  its  proper  proportion. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  8  cases  of  general  sickness  remaining  on 
the  register  of  assisted  cases  and  5  maternity  cases  with  advance  bookings. 

DAILY  GUARDIANS  SCHEME. 

At  the  31st  December  there  were  115  approved  guardians  receiving  129 
children. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  was  during  the  year  a  marked  increase  in  infectious  diseases  as  a 
whole  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  as  shown  in  the  table  below.  It 
will  be  noted  that  the  increase  was  almost  entirely  accounted  for  by  Measles. 
This  disease  had  already  begun  to  increase  in  numbers  in  December,  1946. 
This  increase  continued  in  January,  1947,  reached  the  peak  in  February  and 
declined  rapidly  towards  the  end  of  March.  From  then  on  to  the  end  of  the 
year  there  were  practically  no  cases. 

For  the  second  year  in  succession  Scarlet  Fever  never  exceeded  6  cases  in 
any  one  week  and  for  the  third  year  in  succession  Diphtheria  never  exceeded 
3  cases  in  any  one  week. 

The  number  of  notifications  of  Diphtheria  is  exactly  the  same  as  the 
previous  year  which  was  the  lowest  recorded  since  1897.  Again,  as  in  1946, 
only  one  death  was  recorded  as  due  to  Diphtheria.  Measles  accounted  for  2 
deaths  and  Whooping-Cough  and  Scarlet  Fever  for  one  death  each. 

The  notification  of  the  various  diseases  totalled  1,070  as  against  657  the 
previous  year  and  an  average  of  1,321  during  the  five  years  1941-1945.  Com¬ 
parative  figures  are  given  in  the  following  summary  : — 


Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis 

Pneumonia 

Whooping-Cough 

Measles 

C.S.  Meningitis 

Other  Diseases 


1946 

1947 

Average 
5  yrs. 
1941-45 

69 

80 

186 

21 

21 

68 

103 

122 

102 

25 

20 

39 

215 

195 

190 

194 

565 

693 

4 

5 

11 

26 

*62 

32 

657 

1,070 

1,321 

*  Including  5  cases  of  Anterio-poliomyelitis. 


In  addition  to  the  above  formal  notifications  the  following  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department,  chiefly  through  the 
medium  of  schools  : — Whooping-Cough  19,  Measles  127,  and  Chicken  Pox  77. 
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During  the  year  the  Country  as  a  whole  suffered  an  epidemic  of  Anterio- 
poliomyelitis  much  in  excess  of  previously  recorded  outbreaks.  Five  cases 
occurred  in  Rochdale  in  addition  to  one  case  of  Polio-encephalitis.  Of  these 
five  cases  the  youngest  was  a  child  of  9  months  and  the  eldest  a  girl  of  9  years. 
These  children  were  at  the  end  of  the  year  either  recovered  or  still  recovering 
from  the  muscular  paralysis  resulting  from  the  disease. 

The  case  of  Polio-encephalitis  occurred  in  an  adult  male  who  has  made  a 
complete  recovery. 

SCARLET  FEVER  AND  DIPHTHERIA. 

The  accompanying  graphs  show  the  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diph¬ 
theria  over  the  last  40  years.  Space  does  not  permit  an  indefinite  extension 
of  these  graphs,  but  were  the  graph  in  respect  of  Scarlet  Fever  extended  back¬ 
wards  it  would  continue  to  show  up  to  1930  the  recurrence  of  peak  years  at 
fairly  regular  intervals. 

In  the  last  20  years  there  has  been  a  very  definite  decrease  both  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  in  the  severity  of  the  disease.  In  other 
words  there  is  extending  over  a  long  period  of  years  another  biological  curve 
upon  which  the  eight-yearly  epidemic  periods  are  super-imposed.  At  the 
moment  we  are  at  the  low  point  in  this  curve  and  there  is  as  yet  no  definite 
indication  as  to  whether  the  virulence  of  the  causative  organism  will  increase 
so  as  to  lead  to  increased  cases  with  increased  fatality. 

It  should  also  be  noted  that  in  the  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  while  there  has 
been  some  improvement  in  treatment  there  has  been  practically  no  attempt  to 
influence  the  incidence  of  the  disease  by  any  form  of  immunisation. 

In  regard  to  Diphtheria  the  graph  shows  a  much  more  irregular  picture  of 
epidemics  there  being  only  one  outstanding  year,  namely  1915.  It  may  be 
agreed  that  from  about  1936  onwards  the  incidence  of  the  disease  in  Rochdale 
has  been  influenced  by  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation  campaign  which  does 
influence  both  incidence  and  fatality  rates.  On  the  other  hand,  the  graph  shows 
and  if  extended  backwards  would  show  more  clearly  that  prior  to  1913  there 
was  a  low  trough  of  incidence  quite  unaffected  by  immunisation.  It  may, 
therefore,  be  true  that  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation  campaigns  in  this  and  other 
Authorities  of  the  country  are  merely  assisting  in  what  is  at  present  a  downward 
tendency  in  the  disease  itself. 

Marland  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

There  were  274  cases  admitted  to  this  Hospital  from  the  Rochdale  County 
Borough  and  the  neighbouring  County  Districts,  which  together  with  20  in 
Hospital  on  the  31st  December,  1946,  makes  294  cases  treated  during  the  year, 
as  compared  with  288  the  previous  year. 


County  Borough  of  Rochdale  —  Scarlet  Fever  Incidence  —  Years  1908-1947 


County  Borough  of  Rochdale  —  Diphtheria  Incidence  —  1908-1947 
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Of  the  21  cases  of  diphtheria  occurring  in  Rochdale  and  admitted  to 
Marland  Hospital  3  cases  were  of  a  severe  type  ;  1 1  cases  were  of  moderate  severity 
and  7  cases  were  of  comparatively  mild  severity.  There  was  one  diphtheria 
death,  being  a  case  classified  in  the  “moderate  severity”  group.  This  total 
included  7  persons  who  had  been  immunised. 


A  summary  of  the  cases  admitted  to  Hospital  from  Rochdale  and  other 
areas  is  given  below  : — 


DISEASE 

In 

Hospital 
on  31st 

Admitted 

during 

the 

Dis¬ 

charged 

Died 

Remain¬ 

ing  in 
Hospital 
at  end  of 

Age9  of  Patients 
Admitted 

December 

1946 

Year 

Year 

1947 

Under 

5  Years 

5—15 

Years 

Above 

15  years 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

101 

106 

4 

29 

63 

9 

Diphtheria  . 

4 

29 

29 

1 

3 

6 

12 

11 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

... 

... 

Meningitis — 

(1)  Cerebro  Spinal 

13 

10 

2 

1 

5 

5 

3 

(2)  Tuberculous 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

1 

... 

1 

Measles  ... 

3 

22 

23 

2 

14 

7 

1 

Erysipelas 

9 

7 

,,, 

2 

1 

... 

8 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

5 

7 

... 

... 

... 

5 

Chicken  Pox 

1 

1 

2 

... 

1 

Other  Diseases . 

1 

93 

84 

7 

3 

37 

19 

37 

Total 

20 

274 

268 

13 

13 

92 

108 

74 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


The  campaign  of  general  propaganda  referred  to  in  previous  reports  has 
been  continued  throughout  the  year  in  support  of  the  national  campaign. 


The  parents  or  guardians  of  each  child  are  sent  a  card  explaining  the 
dangers  of  Diphtheria  and  the  facilities  for  Diphtheria  Immunisation  on  the 
child  attaining  the  age  of  one,  and  the  Health  Visitors  are  provided  with  special 
cards  which  they  again  leave  at  the  homes  in  the  course  of  follow-up  visits. 


Immunisation  continues  to  be  available  to  the  same  extent  as  reported 
last  year.  These  efforts  throughout  the  year  were  effective  in  achieving  im¬ 
munisation  in  respect  of  835  children  under  five  and  742  children  between  the 
ages  of  5  and  15. 

These  figures  compare  with  841  under  five  and  1,239  between  the  age  of 
5  and  15  in  1946. 
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The  very  fact  of  a  lowered  incidence  of  Diphtheria  and  the  comparative 
absence  of  deaths  from  Diphtheria  tends  to  make  efforts  towards  immunisation 
more  difficult.  It  means  that  general  propaganda  loses  its  effect  and  that  more 
and  more  this  must  give  way  to  intimate  contact  and  personal  advice.  For 
this  purpose  it  is  felt  that  much  more  precise  information  must  be  readily 
available  in  the  Health  Department  as  to  the  state  of  immunisation  of  every 
child  in  the  Borough.  At  the  end  of  the  year  a  new  system  of  recording  was 
commenced  with  this  aim  in  view.  Since  this  system  envisages  the  practicability 
of  tracing  every  child  at  every  stage  of  its  life  up  to  15  years  of  age  and  the 
ability  to  direct  towards  that  child  by  name  either  the  first  or  the  second  dose  of  an 
immunising  agent  or  subsequent  courses  of  such  an  agent,  the  process  of 
changing  over  is  a  very  complicated  one  and  it  is  unlikely  that  the  scheme  will 
be  in  full  operation  till  towards  the  end  of  1948. 

The  records,  begun  in  1942  to  show  the  immunisation  position  in  age  groups 
under  15,  were  thoroughly  revised  during  the  year  as  part  of  the  above  procedure. 
In  the  course  of  this  revision  certain  anomalies  in  recording,  some  of  them  caused 
by  working  conditions  during  the  war  period,  were  corrected ;  thus  no  comparison 
with  previous  years  is  included,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  record  given  below  as  at 
December,  1947,  will  serve  as  a  basis  of  comparison  for  future  years. 


Age 

No.  Im¬ 
munised  % 

Age 

No.  Im¬ 
munised  % 

1 

635 

43 

8 

822 

88 

2 

502 

41 

9 

862 

83 

3 

727 

58 

10 

830 

80 

4 

817 

67 

11 

756 

74 

5 

913 

76 

12 

726 

72 

6 

891 

84 

13 

712 

66 

7 

856 

87 

14 

679 

71 

Throughout  the  year  A.P.T.  was  used  in  two  doses  of  0.2  c.c.  and  0.5  c.c. 
with  at  least  four  weeks  between  doses  as  the  initial  course.  A  second  course, 
given  about  four  years  after  the  first,  consists  of  one  dose  of  0.5  c.c.  A.P.T. 


During  the  year  we  had  14  children  under  15  years  of  age  admitted  to  the 
hospital  suffering  from  clinical  diphtheria.  Of  these,  one  was  a  severe  case, 
seven  were  intermediate  and  six  were  mild  cases.  In  seven  of  these  cases  our 
records  show  that  a  full  course  of  immunisation  had  been  given  not  less  than 
twelve  weeks  prior  to  the  date  of  infection.  One  of  these  cases  was  a  severe 
case  and  two  were  intermediate  cases.  In  addition  there  was  one  death  from 
Diphtheria  in  a  child  age  9  years,  and  who  had  not  been  immunised.  There  were 
no  deaths  in  the  immunised  group. 
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Antitoxin. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin,  Scarlatina,  Meningococcal  and  Erysipelas  Sera  were 
distributed  from  the  Public  Health  Department  to  medical  practitioners  for 
use  within  the  Borough.  Outside  the  Department’s  hours,  supplies  are  available 
at  Marland  Hospital. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  were  100  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  as  against  87  the  previous 
year  and  77  in  the  year  1945,  and  an  average  of  108  during  the  five  years  1940- 
1944. 

Of  these  100  cases  91  were  Pulmonary  and  9  Non-pulmonary.  The  Non- 
pulmonary  cases  showed  a  very  definite  decrease  as  compared  with  21  the  previous 
year.  In  the  age  range  15-45,  the  number  of  new  pulmonary  notifications  in 
females  was  double  that  for  the  previous  year. 

In  addition  22  cases,  14  Pulmonary  and  8  Non-pulmonary,  came  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Department  for  the  first  time  other  than  by  notification.  Of 
these,  4  Pulmonary  and  3  Non-pulmonary  were  reported  after  death,  and  10 
Pulmonary  and  5  Non-pulmonary  were  transferred  from  other  areas. 

Comparative  figures  are  given  below  : — 


Average 

5  year 
periods 

Notifications 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

1913—17 

184 

108 

292 

1918—22 

199 

50 

249 

1923—27 

85 

40 

125 

1928—32 

85 

36 

121 

1933—37 

81 

26 

107 

1938—42 

84 

29 

113 

1943 

73 

25 

98 

1944 

71 

26 

97 

1945 

56 

21 

77 

1946 

66 

21 

87 

1947 

91 

9 

100 

The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  known  cases  of  Tuberculosis  in 
the  Borough  as  at  the  31st  December,  1947  : — 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Pulmonary 

.  240 

178 

418 

Non-Pulmonary  ... 

.  80 

66 

146 

320 

244 

564 
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The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  of  deaths  and  mortality  rates  for  the 
years  1936  and  onwards. 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

All  Forms 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000  pop. 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000  pop. 

Deaths 

Rate  per 

1 ,000  pop. 

1936 

49 

0.53 

17 

0.18 

63 

0.71 

1937 

50 

0.54 

14 

0.15 

64 

0.69 

1938 

44 

0.48 

5 

0.05 

49 

0.53 

1939 

41 

0.46 

6 

0.06 

47 

0.52 

1940 

51 

0.58 

12 

0.14 

63 

0.72 

1941 

53 

0.61 

11 

0.13 

64 

0.74 

1942 

44 

0.52 

5 

0.06 

49 

0.58 

1943 

36 

0.44 

10 

0.12 

46 

0.56 

1944 

39 

0.48 

10 

0.12 

49 

0.60 

1945 

32 

0.39 

6 

0.07 

38 

0.46 

1946 

31 

0.36 

11 

0.13 

42 

0.49 

1947 

41 

0.47 

9 

0.10 

50 

0.58 

The  ICO  new  cases  notified,  together  with  the  number  of  deaths  resulting 
from  the  disease  are  arranged  in  the  summary  below  : — 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Non- 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  .  . 

1 

.  .  . 

1 — 5  years 

3 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

1 

3 

5—15  „ 

3 

3 

2 

2 

.  . . 

2 

... 

... 

15—25  „ 

7 

14 

1 

•  •  • 

25—35  „ 

10 

13 

.  .  . 

1 

■  9 

9 

1 

... 

35 — 45  „ 

8 

7 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

45—55  „ 

12 

3 

1 

}  12 

3 

1 

55—65  „ 

65  years  and 

6 

2 

... 

... 

over 

... 

... 

... 

6 

... 

... 

2 

Total 

49 

42 

5 

4 

27 

14 

4 

5 

1946 

41 

25 

9 

12 

21 

10 

6 

5 
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Tuberculosis  Officer’s  Report  (Dr.  A.  H.  Heyworth,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.). 

Throughout  the  whole  year  there  has  been  no  interruption  of  the  work  of 
the  Department  through  shortage  or  ill-health  of  staff,  either  at  the  Hospital  or 
at  the  Dispensary,  and  the  Department  has  been  able  to  cope  with  a  disquieting 
increase  in  the  number  of  new  patients,  whilst  maintaining  its  customary  care 
of  patients  already  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register. 

Once  again,  no  patient  has  had  to  wait  any  length  of  time  for  a  Hospital 
or  Sanatorium  bed  ;  Pulmonary  cases  have  been  accommodated  at  the  Wolsten- 
holme  Pulmonary  Hospital  or  at  the  Springfield  Sanatorium,  which  at  one  time 
put  up  10  extra  beds  to  meet  the  increased  demand.  Marland  Hospital  has 
taken  3  cases  of  adult  male  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  for  short-term  emergency 
treatment  and  the  Birch  Hill  Hospital  has  accommodated  those  adult  cases  of 
Orthopaedic  Tuberculosis  and  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  in  children  till  beds 
could  be  obtained  for  them  elsewhere. 

A  combined  case  (Spinal  Tuberculosis  and  open  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 
for  which  type  of  case  accommodation  throughout  the  country  is  extremely 
limited,  was  able  to  secure  accommodation  at  the  country  branch  of  the  London 
Chest  Hospital  where  he  is  maintained  by  the  Ministry  of  Pensions. 

Including  new  notifications  and  transfers  of  cases  previously  notified, 
altogether  120  cases  were  added  to  the  Tuberculosis  Register  during  the  year, 
divided  as  follows  101  adults  and  19  children  ;  103  were  Pulmonary  cases 
(50  male,  45  female,  5  boys,  3  girls)  ;  17  were  non-Pulmonary  cases  (3  male, 
3  female,  6  boys,  5  girls). 

Of  the  49  new  cases  of  adult  male  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified  in  1947, 
17  cases  were  ex-servicemen  of  the  second  World  War.  Six  of  these  cases  were 
notified  by  the  Military  Authorities  prior  to  the  patient’s  discharge  and  5  of  these 
cases  were  accepted  as  pensionable  by  the  Ministry  of  Pensions.  Of  the  remaining 
1 1  cases,  this  Department  supported  claims  to  pension  on  behalf  of  9  cases  ; 
7  cases  were  successful  (2  cases  being  posthumous  awards)  and  2  cases  were  un¬ 
successful.  Mrs.  K.  P.  Pooley  of  the  Soldiers’  and  Sailors’  Families  Association 
has  been  largely  instrumental  in  preparing  these  claims  to  pension  on  behalf  of 
these  ex-servicemen,  and  her  co-operation  with  this  Department  is  gratefully 
acknowledged. 

A  total  of  168  new  contact  cases  was  examined.  This  is  the  highest  number 
we  have  ever  had  in  a  single  year  and  represents  some  success  from  years  of  cam¬ 
paigning.  Of  the  12  cases  found  to  be  tubercular,  (1  male,  9  female,  2  children), 
11  were  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  1  case  was  Non-pulmonary.  As 
far  as  can  be  ascertained  3  wives  were  infected  from  their  respective  husbands 
whereas  only  one  husband  received  infection  from  a  tubercular  wife  ;  3  daughters 
were  infected  from  tubercular  fathers  ;  one  son  from  a  tubercular  mother  ;  3 
women  received  infection  from  their  respective  tubercular  sisters  and  one  woman 
from  a  tubercular  sister-in-law  sharing  the  same  house. 
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In  addition,  4  cases  (2  adults  ;  2  children)  were  discovered  in  patients  already 
under  contact  supervision  from  the  Dispensary.  In  one  of  these  cases,  the 
husband  had  had  a  positive  sputum  for  the  past  9  years,  but  not  till  this  year 
did  the  wife  reveal  a  demonstrable  tubercular  lesion. 

Of  these  16  cases,  10  patients  have  excellent  chances  of  complete  recovery. 

It  would  appear  from  the  high  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  this  year  s  contact 
examinations,  that  there  has  been  an  increased  infectivity  rate  in  tubercular 
households,  and  that  the  womenfolk,  who  are  more  in  the  home  than  are  the  men, 
have  suffered  more.  Such  infectivity  rate  depends  chiefly  on  the  density  of 
occupation  of  the  tubercular  household,  the  nourishment  of  the  members  at 
risk,  their  personal  hygiene,  together  with  the  cleanliness  of  the  home. 

There  has  been  a  striking  increase  in  the  incidence  of  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  in  adult  women,  29  of  the  new  cases  notified  are  between  the  ages  of  20 
and  40.  The  majority  of  these  women  have  had  outside  employment  as  well 
as  abundant  work  within  the  home  ;  many  of  them  have  had  a  continuous  de¬ 
vitalising  worry  in  provisioning  a  home,  few  of  them  have  had  sufficient  leisure 
and  rest,  and  it  has  been  suggested  that  many  of  them  have  stinted  themselves 
of  the  essential  fat  ration.  It  has  not  been  practicable  nor  the  practice  for  these 
women  to  have  many  meals  outside  their  own  homes. 

The  general  increase  in  the  incidence  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  has  been 
influenced  by  factors  involving  the  civil  population  as  a  whole  rather  than  by 
any  local  causes. 

For  several  years  there  has  been  a  decline  in  the  incidence  of  Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  throughout  the  County  and  this  year  the  Borough’s  figures  are  the 
lowest  on  record.  In  view  of  the  excellent  liaison  between  the  School  Medical 
Department,  Birch  Hill  Hospital  and  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  it  is  felt 
that  there  can  be  very  few  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  cases  that  have  missed 
notification. 

Death  Rate  :  This  has  increased  proportionately  to  the  increased  incidence. 
Of  the  7  deaths  in  aged  people,  3  deaths  were  posthumously  notified  as  deaths 
from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  Of  the  5  deaths  of  children  all  under  three 
years  of  age,  4  deaths  were  from  Tuberculous  Meningitis  and  1  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis.  The  Meningitis  cases  died  in  four  different  hospitals,  two  within 
the  Borough  and  two  outside  the  Borough.  In  no  case  was  the  type  of  infecting 
bacillus,  human  or  bovine,  established,  and  examination  of  the  contacts  of  these 
cases  failed  to  reveal  the  source  of  the  infection.  The  Pulmonary  case  died  in 
Birch  Hill  Hospital.  Prolonged  investigation  in  an  out-Borough  Approved 
Laboratory  of  post-mortem  speciments  failed  to  demonstrate  the  type  of  bacillus 
involved.  Clinical  and  X-ray  Examination  of  the  family  contacts  proved  nega¬ 
tive,  but  since  the  child’s  grandmother  and  the  child’s  aunt,  both  in  separate 
households,  are  open  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  it  can  be  assumed  that 
this  child  was  infected  from  one  of  these  sources. 
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Tuberculous  Mothers :  Ten  mothers  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  (6 
“Positive”  cases)  gave  birth  to  12  babies  during  the  year.  Fortunately  both 
sets  of  twins  were  born  to  “negative”  mothers.  Four  of  the  mothers  were 
accommodated  in  the  Springfield  Sanatorium  for  several  months  of  the  ante¬ 
natal  period  and  regularly  attended  the  Ante-natal  Clinic  from  the  Sanatorium. 
Each  was  transferred  to  Birch  Hill  Hospital  as  labour  became  due  and  each 
returned  to  the  Sanatorium  10  to  14  days  after  delivery.  In  one  of  the  cases 
Artificial  Pneumothorax  had  been  induced  during  the  ante-natal  period  ;  in 
the  other  three  cases  Pneumoperitoneum  treatment  was  commenced  on  return, 
to  Sanatorium  after  delievery.  An  out-patient,  already  with  one  lung  partially 
collapsed  with  Artificial  Pneumothorax  treatment,  had  to  have  the  second  lung 
treated  in  the  same  way  owing  to  spread  of  the  disease  in  the  puerperium. 
Termination  of  pregnancy  was  arranged  in  an  out-Borough  hospital  in  the  case 
of  a  young  married  woman,  aged  21  years.  She  was  already  the  mother  of  two 
fine  children.  It  was  considered  too  dangerous  for  her  to  continue  with  a  third 
pregnancy  on  account  of  threatened  activity  in  an  already  badly  damaged 
tubercular  sacro-iliac  joint. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  the  infants  of  the  ‘positive’  cases  to  be  nursed 
outside  the  tuberculous  households. 

Co-ordinated  Thoracic  Surgery  Scheme  :  Mr.  Alex.  Graham  Bryce, 
F.R.C.S.,  Consultant  Thoracic  Surgeon,  reviewed  12  cases  during  the  year  ; 
two  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Baguley  Sanatorium  for  surgical  treatment. 

Re-housing  of  Tuberculous  Households  :  During  1947,  32  recommenda¬ 
tions  were  made  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
30  of  these  recommendations  were  forwarded  by  him  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Housing  Committee  who  approved  of  re-housing  in  28  cases.  Since  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  1939,  194  such  recommendations  have  been  approved  by  the  Housing 
Committee.  The  majority  of  these  households  are  satisfactorily  re-housed 
within  about  a  month  after  the  approval  of  the  Housing  Committee.  Any 
cases  which  wait  longer  than  this  do  so  because  of  special  circumstances  which 
may  be  due  to  the  size  of  the  family  or  to  the  desire  of  the  family  to  live  in  a 
particular  part  of  the  town  ;  or  it  may  be  that  re-housing  has  to  await  the  medical 
fitness  of  the  patient.  It  is  obvious  that  this  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the 
Housing  Committee  makes  a  very  real  contribution  to  the  preventive  side  of 
Tuberculosis  work. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

Three  clinic  sessions  have  been  held  weekly  and  the  number  of  new  cases 
examined  as  suspected  tuberculosis  was  338  as  against  357  the  previous  year. 

In  addition  168  persons  were  examined  as  Contacts  against  98  the  previous 
year. 
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In  addition  377  men  were  examined  by  the  Medical  Officer  chiefly  under 
the  Local  Government  Superannuation  Act,  1937,  Silicosis  Scheme  and  Civilian 
Medical  Boards. 


The  work  in  connection  with  the  Dispensary  is  shown  in  the  summary 
below : — 


1946 

1947 

Number  of  New  Cases  examined  (excl.  Contacts)  ... 

357 

338 

Total  Number  of  Attendances  of  Patients  ... 

2,734 

3,189 

Average  Attendance  per  Clinic  (Year  1947 — 

Highest  38 — Lowest  5) 

18 

20 

Number  of  Contacts  examined 

98 

168 

Dressings  and  Injections  carried  out  during  the  year 

285 

320 

Tuberculin  Patch  Tests 

11 

30 

Personal  and  other  Consultations  by  Tuberculosis 
Officer 

1,194 

991 

Home  Visits  by  Tuberculosis  Nurses 

2,051 

1,743 

Wasserman  Tests  taken  at  the  Dispensary 
(Year  1947 — Negative  9) 

9 

9 

X-ray  Examinations  .  . . 

369 

498 

Sputum  Examinations  . 

240 

354 

Standard  Maintenance  Allowances. 

The  Standard  Maintenance  Allowances  Scheme  for  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  introduced  in  May,  1943,  in  accordance  with  Memo.  226T.  has  been 
continued  during  the  year,  together  with  Discretionary  Allowances  and  Special 
Payments  where  required. 

During  the  year  Standard  Allowances  have  been  made  to  68  cases  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  coming  within  the  definitions  laid  down.  Special  Allow¬ 
ances  have  been  made  in  9  cases  and  Discretionary  Allowances  have  been  made 
in  8  cases. 

Other  Financial  Assistance. 

Necessitous  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  also  assisted  in  various  ways  during 


the  year  : — 

1946  1947 


(a)  Clothing  and  footgear  provided .  2  2 

(b)  Extra  Nourishment — Milk,  Malt  and  Oil,  etc  ...  15  13 

(c)  House  rent  paid  from  a  special  Fund  during 

residence  of  patient  in  Sanatorium  ...  ...  6  3 

(d)  Bedstead  and  Bed  Clothing  ...  ...  ...  2  2 

(e)  Sets  of  Dentures  provided  .  -  1 
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Where  better  housing  conditions  are  necessary  in  respect  of  families  which 
include  a  case  of  "open  tuberculosis”  the  Council,  through  its  Housing  Com¬ 
mittee  continues  to  give  preference  to  such  cases.  Where  possible  these  cases 
are  given  priority  in  the  allocation  of  Corporation  houses,  but  not  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  create  Tuberculosis  colonies  or  groups. 

Residential  Treatment. 

There  were  41  patients  in  residence  at  various  Sanatoria  on  the  31st  Dec¬ 
ember,  1946,  and  during  the  year  107  other  patients  (58  males,  49  females)  were 
admitted  as  shown  in  summary  below  : — 


Institutions 

Remaining 
in  Hospital 
at  end  of  1946 

A 

dmissio 

ns 

Discharged 

during  1947 

Died 

Remaining 

in  Hospital 

at  end  of  1947 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Wolstenholme  Pulmonary 

Hospital 

9 

35 

35 

— 

19 

9 

16 

Springfield  Sanatorium 

18 

39 

— 

39 

24 

6 

27 

Memorial  Home,  Norden  ... 

6 

16 

11 

5 

7 

1 

14 

Shropshire  Orth.  Hospital 

4 

5 

4 

1 

6 

— 

3 

Other  Sanatoria 

4 

12 

8 

4 

11 

2 

3 

Total  . 

41 

107 

58 

49 

67 

18 

63 

Springfield  Sanatorium. 

This  institution,  situated  adjoining  Springfield  Park,  provides  accommoda¬ 
tion  for  40  female  patients,  one  half  of  which  is  reserved  for  women  patients 
residing  in  the  area  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council.  In  addition  to  39  Roch¬ 
dale  patients  admitted  there  were  20  patients  admitted  from  the  Lancashire 
County,  making  59  in  total  as  against  53  the  previous  year. 

Artificial  Pneumothorax  Inductions  were  successful  in  27  cases,  19  of 
Borough  patients,  one  of  a  Borough  out-patient  and  7  of  County  patients  ;  two 
inductions  were  unsuccessful  in  the  case  of  County  patients  and  513  Refills  were 
performed  ;  331  to  Borough  patients  and  182  to  County  patients.  In  addition 
248  refills  were  given  to  out-patients  attending  for  treatment. 

Phrenic  Evulsion  was  performed  in  9  cases  of  Borough  patients  and  5  cases 
of  County  patients.  Two  Phrenic  Evulsions,  1  induction  of  an  Artificial  Pneu¬ 
mothorax  and  one  induction  of  a  Pneumoperitoneum  were  carried  out  on  adult 
male  Borough  cases  admitted  to  the  Marland  Hospital  for  emergency  surgical 
treatment  for  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 
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Aspirations  were  performed  in  4  cases,  2  in  cases  of  Borough  patients,  1  in 
a  County  patient  and  1  in  a  Borough  out-patient. 

653  X-ray  examinations  (with  films)  were  made  during  the  year  ;  535  of 
these  were  of  out-patients  from  the  County  Borough  ;  93  were  of  in-patients  of 
the  Sanatorium  (43  being  Borough  cases  and  50  being  Lancashire  County  Council 
cases)  ;  and  25  examinations  were  of  Nursing  Staff  contacts  of  these  patients. 

A  further  1,458  X-ray  examinations  without  films,  i.e.  screen  examinations, 
were  made  during  the  course  of,  and  as  a  guide  to,  treatment ;  of  these,  1,053 
examinations  were  on  behalf  of  Borough  in-patients  and  out-patients,  398  on 
behalf  of  Lancashire  County  Council  in-patients,  and  7  of  Nursing  Staff  contacts. 


Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  and  Public 
Health  Act,  1925  (Section  62). 

The  former  relates  to  persons  engaged  in  the  milk  and  dairy  trade  who  are 
suffering  from  tuberculosis,  whilst  the  latter  confers  powers  for  the  removal 
to  hospital  of  infectious  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  No 
occasion  has  risen  during  the  year  where  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  make 
use  of  the  powers  conferred  by  this  Act  and  Regulation. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  clinic  arrangements  for  dealing  with  this 
disease.  There  were  660  cases  (417  males  and  243  females)  dealt  with  during  the 
year,  as  against  882  in  1946.  The  number  of  new  cases  was  313  which  is  equal 
to  the  average  for  the  years  prior  to  the  war. 


The  following  summary  gives  the  number  of  cases  dealt  with  during  the  past 
three  years  : — 


Year 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1. 

No.  of  persons  under  treatment  or  observation 
at  commencement  of  year 

282 

245 

330 

2. 

No.  of  persons  who  ceased  to  attend  in  previous 
years  and  who  returned  to  the  Centre  suffering 
from  the  same  infection 

8 

5 

6 

3. 

No.  of  new  cases  who  have  had  previous 
treatment  ...  ...  . 

32 

77 

11 

4. 

No.  of  new  cases  ... 

326 

555 

313 

Total  cases  dealt  with 

648 

882 

660 

5. 

Total  attendances-For  attention  of  Medical  Officer 

6,074 

7,452 

5,927 

For  irrigation,  dressing  etc.... 

5,566 

6,493 

4,137 

6. 

No.  who  ceased  to  attend — 

(a)  Before  completion  of  treatment  ... 

35 

20 

24 

(b)  After  completion  of  treatment,  but  before 
final  tests  as  to  cure 

8 

11 

7. 

No.  discharged  after  completion  of  treatment 
and  final  test  of  cure  or  after  diagnosis  as  non- 
venereal  ... 

344 

330 

278 

All  aspects  of  the  work  of  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  were  discussed  very 
fully  in  last  year’s  Report.  During  the  current  year  there  have  been  no  material 
changes  in  the  arrangements  for  treatment  at  the  Clinic,  nor  in  the  arrangements 
for  admission  to  hospital  where  necessary.  The  same  methods  have  been  adopted 
with  regard  to  follow-up  and  the  search  for  sources  of  infection.  No  proceedings 
were  taken  under  Defence  Regulation  33B.,  which  Regulation  provides  for 
compulsory  attendance  for  treatment.  This  Regulation,  along  with  other 
Defence  Regulations,  expired  on  31st  December,  1947. 

Pathological  Examinations. 

The  arrangement  with  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester,  for 
pathological  work  has  been  continued.  The  specimens  referred  from  the  clinic 
and  examined  at  the  Laboratory  number  1 ,065  as  compared  with  1 ,448  the  pre¬ 
vious  year. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Officials  of  the  various  Departments  of  the 
Corporation  for  information  included  in  this  section  of  the  Report. 


Water  Supply. 

(i)  The  water  supply  of  each  of  the  several  parts  of  the  area  has  been  satis¬ 
factory  (a)  in  quality,  (b)  in  quantity. 

(ii)  Bacteriological  examinations  of  the  raw  water  and  of  the  treated  water 
have  been  made  ;  91  samples  having  been  examined  during  the  year  with 
satisfactory  results.  The  results  of  chemical  analysis  of  samples  of  the 
treated  water  were  satisfactory. 


(iii)  Whilst  the  raw  water  from  each  of  the  reservoirs  would  be  liable  to  have 
plumbo-solvent  action,  no  dissolved  lead  had  been  found  during  the  year, 
in  any  of  them.  The  pH  value  of  the  water  as  it  goes  into  supply  is  raised 
by  the  addition  of  lime  water  and  is,  no  doubt,  the  explanation  why  on  no 
occasion  has  lead  been  found  in  solution.  For  the  past  few  years  all  the 
waters  have  been  chlorinated.  During  the  year  82  samples  have  been 
submitted  for  chemical  analysis  and  have  been  found  satisfactory. 

(iv)  No  special  form  of  contamination  has  had  to  be  dealt  with  during  the  past 
year,  but  practically  all  inhabited  buildings  have  been  removed  from  the 
gathering  grounds.  Negotiations  are  proceeding  for  the  acquisition  of 
some  of  the  few  occupied  premises  still  existing  and  the  remainder  will, 
no  doubt,  be  acquired  in  the  reasonably  near  future. 


(v) 


No  dwellinghouses,  nor 
by  means  of  standpipes, 
supply  is  not  large. 


any  part  of  the  population,  are  normally  supplied 
The  number  of  privately-owned  sources  of  water 

R.  N.  Simpson,  A.Inst.W.E. 
Engineer-in-Charge . 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

At  Roch  Mills  Sewage  Disposal  Works  the  sewage  is  screened  after  grit 
removal  and  then  passed  through  Primary  and  Secondary  Sedimentation  Tanks. 
Half  the  flow  is  then  passed  through  an  Activated  Sludge  Plant  constructed  on 
the  Kessener  System  and  the  other  half  is  pumped  to  bacteria  beds.  Good 
effluents  are  obtained  and  there  is  a  little  reserve  of  capacity. 

The  development  of  housing  sites  has  necessitated  some  considerable  ex¬ 
tensions  to  sewers  in  certain  parts  of  the  district. 
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Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  Lancashire  Rivers  Board  are  responsible  for  the  prevention  of  pollution 
of  rivers  and  streams  in  this  area,  and  any  cases  which  come  to  the  notice  of  the 
Borough  Surveyor  are  reported  to  the  Board  for  their  attention. 

At  the  request  of  the  Lancashire  Rivers  Board  the  Borough  Surveyor,  Mr. 
S.  H.  Morgan,  M.Inst.C.E.,  during  1946  prepared  a  preliminary  report  on  the 
treatment  of  trade  effluent  discharging  into  Naden  Brook,  for  the  consideration 
of  the  mill  owners.  A  revised  scheme  has  had  to  be  prepared  and  is  being  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  parties  concerned. 

W.  H.  G.  Mercer,  B.Sc.,  A. M.Inst.C.E. 

Borough  Surveyor. 


Public  Cleansing. 

No  important  extensions  or  improvements  of  the  public  cleansing  service 
occurred  during  the  year.  Rather,  shortages  of  labour  and  of  certain  materials 
made  difficult  the  maintenance  of  accepted  standards. 

Nevertheless,  the  Corporation  continued  to  require  property  owners  to  pro¬ 
vide  and  maintain  regulation  dustbins  (British  Standard  Specification)  for  the 
reception  of  house  refuse,  and  the  town  remained  well-provided  in  that  respect. 

House  refuse  was  collected  by  covered  motor  vehicles.  The  work  fell  sadly 
m  arrear  during  the  snows  of  February  and  March,  but  the  system  of  organisa¬ 
tion  enabled  the  management  to  retain  control.  Available  resources  were  used 

to  the  best  advantage,  and  a  universal  once-a-week  service  was  restored  by  the 
middle  of  May. 

Disposal  of  the  refuse  by  separation  and  incineration  permitted  the  screening 
out  of  fine  ash  and  fuel  cinder,  the  magnetic  extraction  of  ferrous  metals,  the 
hand-salvaging  of  other  saleable  things,  and  the  production  of  enough  steam 
for  the  central  public  baths,  the  steam  disinfector  and  the  pig- food  plant.  Here 
1,459  tons  of  kitchen  waste  from  Rochdale  and  eight  other  districts  were  steri¬ 
lised  by  exposure  to  boiling  point  for  at  least  one  hour  (1,800  tons  in  1946). 

A  new  mechanical  baling  press  installed  during  the  year  greatly  facilitated 
the  handling  and  disposal  of  tin-cans. 

The  total  tonnage  of  scrap  metals  sold  was  733  (664),  waste  paper  512  (485), 
and  textiles,  bones,  bottles,  jars,  fertiliser  and  fuel  cinder  414  (524). 


H.  Cook,  F.Inst.P.C., 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

851  Preliminary  or  Informal  Notices  and  6  Abatement  Notices  for  the 
abatement  of  nuisances  and  for  the  remedy  of  sanitary  defects  in  and  ai  round 
dwellings  were  served  on  owners  and  occupiers,  and  resulted  in  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  works  given  in  the  classified  statement  below.  The  statement  also 
includes  the  works  carried  out  at  factories  and  food  storage  premises,  etc.,  fol¬ 
lowing  the  service  of  preliminary  notices,  but  excludes  work  done  under  the 
Housing  Acts. 


Nature  of  Nuisances  Dealt  With 


Houses — 


Nos. 


Verminous  dwellings  disinfested  . 

Dirty  Houses  limewashed  and  cleansed 

Repairs  to  roofs,  floors,  walls,  eavestroughing,  rainwater  pipes, 
chimneys,  and  general  repairs  to  brickwork  or  stonework 
(including  dampness)  and  repair  or  renewal  of  house  fittings 

Yards,  Passages,  Etc. — 

Repairs  to  surfaces,  gates,  walls,  etc. 

Offensive  accumulations  and  stagnant  water  removed . 


7 

20 


1273 

29 

12 


Sanitary  Conveniences — 

Water-closet  buildings  repaired  . 

Water-closet  fittings  repaired  . 

Drains — 

Main  or  branch  drains  repaired  or  cleansed  ... 


General — 

Want  of  limewashing  or  cleansing  of  premises  used  for  the 

preparation  or  storage  of  food . 

Absence,  or  unsatisfactory  condition,  of  sanitary 
accommodation  at  factories  or  workshops 
Miscellaneous  nuisances  remedied  . •• . • 


Probably  one  of  the  most  exacting  duties  falling  upon  this  Department 
during  recent  years  has  been  the  investigation  of  applications  for  re-housing 
with  a  view  to  the  presentation  of  most  urgent  cases  to  the  Housing  Committee. 

During  1947,  322  houses  have  been  inspected  and  reported  upon  m  this 
connection.  After  inspection  and  report  each  case  is  considered  individually 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  in  accordance 
with  certain  broad  principles  befores  being  referred  to  the  Housing  Committee 
for  final  decision. 


At  this  stage  the  Corporation’s  Points  Scheme  is  applied,  giving  points  for 
certain  types  of  illness,  for  overcrowding  and  for  the  condition  of  the  house. 
Unfortunately,  only  the  worst  cases  can  yet  be  dealt  with,  and  many  a  deserving 
case  must  await  an  acceleration  of  the  building  programme. 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

136  smoke  observations  of  one  half-hour  each  were  taken  during  the  year 
and  5  contraventions  of  the  Act  were  reported  to  the  Committee. 

The  Committee  authorised  the  service  of  the  appropriate  notice  on  each  of 
the  five  firms  concerned. 

The  Inspectors  found  in  the  course  of  their  duties  in  this  respect  a  general 
willingness  on  the  part  of  firms  to  co-operate  in  the  reduction  of  smoke  nuisance. 


The  Ministry  of  Fuel  and  Power  have  been  kept  informed  of  all  unsatis¬ 
factory  observations  taken  and  their  Engineers  have  co-operated  with  firms  in 
the  town  in  attempting  to  overcome  these  difficulties. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  seven  of  these  premises  now  registered  ;  the  accommodation 
provided  comprises  35  rooms  containing  445  beds. 

One  common  lodging  house  became  disused  during  1947. 

Regular  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  during  the  year. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

There  were  84  farms  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1947.  These  were  visited 
by  the  Dairies  Inspector. 

Milkshops. 

The  number  of  shops  retailing  milk  in  bottles  is  211,  whilst  the  number 
retailing  unbottled  milk  is  4.  With  the  exception  of  two,  these  are  registered 
dairies.  All  premises  have  been  inspected  regularly  during  the  year. 

Inspection  of  Premises  used  for  the  Preparation  of  and  Sale  of  Food¬ 
stuffs. 

During  the  year  2,500  visits  have  been  made  to  this  type  of  premises. 

Rochdale  Corporation  Act,  1937. 

This  Act  deals  with  the  registration  of  premises  for  the  preparation  and  sale 
of  various  foodstuffs.  30  premises  were  registered  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  during  the  year,  these  were  chiefly  concerned  with  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 
In  addition  2  hawkers  were  licensed  to  sell  wet  fish,  their  premises  being  included 
in  those  mentioned  above. 
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Meat  and  Food  Supply. 

There  has  been  regular  inspection  of  meat  and  food  offered  for  sale.  24,311 
carcases  were  examined.  Over  164  tons  have  been  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  food  and  either  destroyed  or  disposed  of  for  salvage  purposes. 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

The  extension  of  work  under  this  Act  made  necessary  by  the  issue  of  the 
Infestation  Order,  1943,  required  increased  staff.  The  staff  consists  of  two 
persons,  one  of  whom  spends  only  part  of  his  time  on  this  work.  Assistance 
is  obtained  when  sewer  treatment  is  undertaken. 

2,110  dwellinghouses  and  146  business  premises  were  visited  or  treated 
during  the  year.  This  required  3,261  visits  and  the  estimated  kill  was  at  least 
1,217  rats.  The  large  number  of  dwellinghouses  visited  was  due  to  a  house  to 
house  search  which  was  made  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

Shop  Acts,  1912  and  1934. 

No  notices  under  these  Acts  were  issued  during  1947. 


Offensive  Trades. 


The  number  of  premises  at  which  these  trades  are  carried  on  in  the  Borough 


is  as  follows  : — 

Tripe  boiling  . 

Fellmongering . 

Knackers  yard  (bone  boiling) 
Rag  and  Bone  Dealers 


1 

2 

1 

5 


Closet  Accommodation. 


The  approximate  accommodation  in 

the  Borough  at  the  end  of  December, 

1947,  was  as  follows  : — 

Fresh-water  carriage  system  . 

.  26,943 

Pail  Closets  . 

.  1,493 

Waste-water  Closets 

.  1,567 

Privy  Middens  ... 

.  33 

The  tables  showing  the  progress  of  conversion  of  pail  closets  have  been 
omitted. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Retail  Bakehouses. 

The  number  of  bakehouses  now  on  the  register  is  168.  These  have  been 
regularly  inspected,  and  cleansing  and  limewashing  have  been  carried  out  at 
appropriate  times,  but  in  1 1  cases  it  was  necessary  to  give  verbal  warning  about 
the  need  for  limewashing. 
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A  high  standard  of  cleanliness  has  been  maintained  and  it  has  not  been 
found  necessary  to  issue  any  abatement  notices  in  this  respect. 

Workshops. 

240  inspections  of  workshops  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  CONSOLIDATION  ACT,  1915. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1922. 
Tuberculous  Milk. 

During  the  year  65  samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  in  the  Rochdale 
streets  for  the  purpose  of  detecting  supplies  of  tuberculous  milk.  The  samples 
represented  the  milk  of  about  1,661  cows  and  were  taken  in  batches  monthly. 
Of  the  samples  52  were  from  Rochdale  Borough  farmers  and  13  from  County 
farmers  delivering  milk  in  the  Borough.  The  number  found  to  be  tubercular 
was : — 

From  Rochdale  farmers  ...  ...  ...  2  (3.8%) 

From  County  farmers .  1  (7.7%) 

In  connection  with  the  positive  samples  the  necessary  steps  in  respect  of 
the  infected  animals  were  taken  by  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

119  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  submitted  for  analysis  during  the  year. 
This  comparatively  low  number  was  due  to  the  shortage  of  staff  during  the 
year. 

Of  the  119  samples,  118  were  of  milk  and  1  of  cream.  16  samples  of  milk 
were  reported  as  adulterated  or  of  non-standard  quality,  viz.  : _ 

11  were  adulterated  with  added  water  to  an  extent  varying  from  2.1%  to 
42  ^  the  latter  was  a  test  sample  informally  taken  and  subsequent  samples 
were  genuine.  5  of  the  remainder  were  concerned  with  one  dealer  and  one  of 
them  was  an  appeal  to  cow  sample  which  was  of  such  a  nature  as  to  preclude 
further  proceedings. 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  4  cases  and  in  3  of  them  fines  totalling 
£37  were  imposed  and  a  total  of  £6  16s.  6d.  was  awarded  against  the  defendants 
in  respect  of  advocate  s  and  analyst’s  fees.  In  the  remaining  case  the  vendor 
appeared  before  the  Health  Committee  and  was  warned  by  the  Chairman. 

3  samples  were  deficient  in  milk  fat  to  an  extent  varying  from  6.6%  to  10%. 
One  of  these  was  an  informal  sample,  one  was  taken  in  such  circumstances  that 
it  was  considered  inadvisable  to  prosecute  and  in  the  third  case  the  analyst 
advised  against  proceedings. 
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2  samples  were  naturally  deficient  in  non-fatty  solids,  but  the  application 
of  the  freezing  point  test  (Hortvet)  proved  the  samples  to  be  free  from  adultera¬ 
tion. 


The  sample  of  cream  submitted  contained  practically  50%  of  true  butter 
fat.  Its  sale  was  thus  illegal  and  the  vendor  was  fined  £2. 

The  Borough  Analyst  remarks  that  the  quality  of  the  samples  submitted, 
apart  from  those  already  dealt  with,  was  on  the  whole  eminently  satisfactory. 

CLEANSING  STATION. 

The  general  working  of  the  Cleansing  Station  established  at  central  premises 
in  1946  is  under  the  supervision  of  a  District  Sanitary  Inspector. 

To  suit  all  persons  concerned,  sessions  have  been  arranged  in  the  morning 
and  in  the  afternoon  of  each  day  throughout  the  week.  Evening  sessions  are 
available  as  required  for  those  engaged  in  industry. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  persons  cleansed  at  this  Station  . 

1947  1946  1945  1944 

465  937  1021  1698 

396  446  180  63 


Total  861  1,383  1,201  1,761 


Verminous 

Scabies  Conditions  Total 


55  10  65 

178  359  537 

232  27  259 


465  396  861 


Infants  . 

Children  of  School  Age  . . . 
Adults  . 

Total 


Scabies  ...  . 

Other  Verminous  Conditions  ... 


The  arrangements  continued  whereby  all  reports  of  verminous  conditions, 
including  Scabies,  are  collected  in  one  register  m  the  Public  HeaWh  Depaxtmen  • 
These  reports  may  come  from  the  Education  Department,  Health  Visitors 
SanTtary  Inspectors,  owners  or  occupiers  of  premises  and  other  person  « 
organisations  All  premises  reported  in  this  category  are  visited  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  advice  given  according  to  the  degree  of  infestation  and  the  general 
Sttns“  the  premises.  Steps  are  taken  to  ensure  that  all  persons  infested 
with  Scabies  in  the  family  attend  at  the  Cleansing  Centre. 
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TABLE  I.  Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1947, 

and  previous  years. 


Year 

Populatior 

estimated 

to 

Middle 

of 

each 

Year 

Live  Births 

Nett  Deaths  belonging  to  the  District. 

Nett 

Under  1  year  of  age 

At  All  Ages 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000 
of  est. 
population 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Nett 

Live  Births 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000 
of  est. 
population 

1937 

91,940 

1093 

11.9 

58 

53 

1415 

15.4 

1938 

91,290 

1096 

12.0 

69 

63 

1271 

13.9 

1939 

*90,300 

997 

11.0 

55 

55 

1322 

14.7 

1940 

f86,670 

1072 

12.4 

96 

89 

1575 

18.2 

1941 

f85,780 

1136 

13.2 

76 

67 

1371 

16.0 

1942 

183,150 

1276 

15.3 

90 

71 

1282 

15.4 

1943 

f81 ,550 

1268 

15.5 

58 

46 

1324 

16.2 

1944 

f81,380 

1320 

16.2 

67 

50 

1174 

14.4 

1945 

f  8 1 , 1 00 

1267 

15.6 

56 

44 

1263 

15.5 

1946 

+85,200 

1521 

17.8 

75 

49 

1272 

14.9 

Average 

for  years 

1937-1946 

85,836 

1204 

14.0 

70 

58 

1326 

15.4 

1947 

86,110 

1725 

20.0 

95 

55 

1399 

16.2 

*  Estimated  Population  for  Birth-rate.  The  corresponding  figure  for  Death-rate  is  89,830. 
t  ,,  Civilian  Population 
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TABLE  II. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE. 

Year  1947. 


All 

Ages 

0- 

1- 

5- 

15- 

45- 

65- 

ALL  CAUSES  ...  Males  ... 

690 

55 

6 

3 

45 

190 

391 

Females 

709 

40 

15 

6 

44 

146 

458 

1 —  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

2 —  Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

1 

... 

1 

... 

•  .  . 

... 

3 —  Scarlet  Fever  . 

4 —  Whooping  Cough  . 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

5 —  Diphtheria  . 

6 —  T uberculosis  of  Respiratory 

1 

•  *  * 

... 

18 

1 

15 

1 

System 

41 

1 

... 

2 

6 

7 — Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  ... 

9 

4 

... 

z 

8 — Syphilitic  Disease  . 

6 

1 

... 

i 

5 

Q 

A 

9 — Influenza  ... 

8 

... 

O 

10 —  Measles 

11 —  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 

2 

2 

... 

... 

Polioencephalitis  . 

... 

... 

... 

l 

1 

. . . 

12 — Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis  ... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

13 — Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and 

8 

£ 

(Esophagus  . 

... 

... 

l 

Z 

o 

o 

Cancer  of  Uterus . 

3 

... 

... 

Z 

27 

10 

14— Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

47 

... 

... 

... 

2 

18 

15 — Cancer  of  Breast  ... 

12 

.  .  . 

... 

io 

z 

16— Cancer  of  all  other  sites . 

130 

... 

i 

... 

46 

73 

c 

17 — Diabetes  ...  ...  . 

8 

... 

... 

... 

... 

O 

O 

18 — Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions  ... 

175 

.  .  . 

. . . 

... 

4 

45 

126 

19 —  Heart  Disease  . 

20 —  Other  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory 

300 

... 

... 

1 

18 

1 

4 

73 

27 

25 

208 

98 

75 

System  ...  . 

21 — Bronchitis  . 

126 

106 

2 

. . . 

... 

22 — Pneumonia 

45 

16 

4 

... 

1 

8 

16 

23— Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

15 

... 

1 

... 

2 

b 

b 

24— Ulceration  of  the  Stomach  or 

11 

Q 

o 

Duodenum  ... 

11 

1 

... 

.  .  . 

z 

25— Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

12 

... 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

26 — Appendicitis  . 

1 

... 

... 

1 

8 

9 

12 

21 

27 —  Other  Digestive  Diseases 

28 —  Nephritis . 

23 

34 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Z 

4 

29— Puerperal  and  Post-Abortive 

Q 

Sepsis... 

3 

... 

... 

O 

1 

.  .  . 

... 

30— Other  Maternal  Causes . 

1 

28 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

31 — Premature  Birth  ... 

.  28 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

32—  Congenital  Malformations,  Birth 

Injury,  Infantile  Disease  .. 

33 —  Suicide  ...  . 

.  30 
.  10 

27 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

6 

O 

34 — Road  Traffic  Accidents . 

7 

... 

3 

Z 

19 

35— Other  Violent  Causes  . 

.  35 

4 

... 

... 

6 

6 

36 — All  Other  Causes . 

.  158 

5 

2 

2 

6 

18 

125 

53 


TABLE  III. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. — Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various 
Ages  under  one  year  of  age — Year  1947. 


Classified 

Causes  of  Death 

AGE  AT  DEATH 

Total 

Under 

4  weeks 

4  weeks  to  , 

3  months 

3-6  months 

0 

-C 

c 

0 

s 

O' 

nO 

9-12  months 

De 

un 

1 

aths 

der 

r'ear 

1947 

1946 

Whooping  Cough 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

.  .  • 

2 

Diphtheria 

... 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

.  .  . 

.  •  • 

Tubercular  Diseases 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

l 

1 

2 

Syphilitic  Disease  . 

... 

... 

1 

. .  • 

... 

1 

... 

Influenza 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

Measles  ... 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Bronchitis 

... 

. . . 

1 

... 

l 

2 

1 

Pneumonia 

3 

4 

4 

5 

. . . 

16 

11 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

•  •  • 

... 

•  .  . 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

4 

3 

3 

1 

... 

11 

3 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

... 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

• . . 

... 

... 

... 

Premature  Birth  . 

28 

. . . 

... 

28 

28 

Congenital  Debility, 

Malformations,  etc. 

22 

2 

2 

... 

l 

27 

22 

Violence  . 

... 

1 

1 

2 

4 

3 

Other  Causes 

2 

... 

1 

1 

1 

5 

3 

All  Causes  . 

59 

10 

13 

7 

6 

95 

75 

Nett  Live  Births  in  the  year Legitimate  1,611  ;  Illegitimate  114. 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  : — Legitimate  infants  84  ;  Illegitimate  infants  11. 
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Chairman  of  Education  Committee  ... 

Chairman  of  Medical  Services  and  Special 
School  Sectional  Committee 

Director  of  Education  ...  . 

Schools  Medical  Officer  . 

Assistant  Schools  Medical  Officer 
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Speech  Therapist  . 

School  Nurses . 
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...Jean  M.  Hayward,  L.C.S.T. 

...M.  Crowther,  R.F.N.,  S.R.N., 
C.M.B.,  H.V. 

E.  Bleasdale,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

I.  Holden,  R.F.N.,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B. 
O.  Fairhurst,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B. 

M.  M.  Turner,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B.,  H.V. 

...G.  Petrie. 
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J.  M.  Cockcroft 

...J.  Mills. 

...P.  Harry,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

R.  S.  Scott,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.O.M.S. 

...V.  Smith,  M.D.,  F.R.F.P.S. 

...W.  H.  Devlin,  M.B.,  Ch.B..  D.P.H 
(resigned  October,  1947) 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  ROCHDALE 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Education  Committee. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  1947,  the  fortieth  report  on  the  work 
of  the  School  Medical  Service  in  Rochdale. 

Staff. 

The  staff  consists  of  two  assistant  School  Medical  Officers,  three  Dentists, 
five  School  Nurses,  three  Dental  Attendants  and  one  clerk.  There  is  also  a 
part  time  Aurist  and,  since  November  11th,  two  part  time  Ophthalmologists. 
On  that  date  Dr.  Stewart-Scott  was  appointed  to  conduct  a  full  ophthalmological 
clinic  once  per  week.  The  speech  therapist  resigned  on  December  31st,  and  the 
Child  Guidance  Clinic  closed  in  October  owing  to  lack  of  staff. 

Routine  Medical  Inspection. 

All  the  schools  have  been  visited  for  routine  medical  inspection  during  the 
year.  The  compilation  of  the  annual  statistical  returns  has  this  year  been  of 
peculiar  complexity  and  difficulty,  since  the  new  Main  School  Record  Cards 
were  not  obtainable  for  use  during  1947  and  yet  the  Ministry’s  requirements 
are  based  on  the  assumption  that  these  cards  have  been  in  general  use.  The 
large  numbers  under  the  heading  “other  Periodic  Inspections’’  includes  the 
former  Intermediate  or  eight-year  old  group,  which  in  this  district  always  shows 
a  high  proportion  of  physical  defect,  but  which  is  not  now  to  be  reckoned  as  a 
regular  periodic  medical  inspection.  It  has  also  not  been  possible  to  furnish  the 
Analysis  of  special  inspections  asked  for  on  Form  8M  (ii)  since  the  figures  have 
not  hitherto  been  kept  in  the  method  now  required. 

Total  Inspections  during  the  year  by  Medical  Officers. 


1946 

1947 

Routine  Inspections  : 

Elementary  Schools 

2,278 

3,473 

Secondary  Schools  ...  . 

298 

603 

Special  Inspections  ... 

465 

257 

Re-inspections  ...  . 

206 

296 

Open  Air  School  (Inspections) 

2,691 

2,586 

Clinic  Inspections  ...  . 

2,114 

2,058 

Clinic  Re-inspections 

1,787 

1,775 

Special  Examinations  i.e. 

Part-time  employment,  Superannuations, 

Court  Cases,  etc. 

433 

803 

10,272 

11,851 
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Cases  seen  by  Ophthalmologists  ... 

535 

537 

Cases  seen  by  Aurist 

745 

380 

Cases  seen  by  Honorary  Orthopaedic  Surgeon 

175 

195 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  number  of  inspections 

in  schools  has  considerably 

increased  :  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that  this  year  entrants  have  again  been  in¬ 
cluded  among  the  routine  examinations,  as  was  intended  when  staffing  improved. 
The  inspection  of  entrants  lends  greater  interest  to  the  work  of  inspection  but  we 
find  neither  the  variety  nor  the  amount  of  physical  defect  in  these  children  that 
we  do  in  the  eight  year  old  group. 

Uncleanliness. 

The  school  nurses  made  15,961  inspections  during  1947  and  found  90.86% 
children  clean  and  9.14%  unclean.  This  is  again  a  slight  improvement  on  the 
previous  year.  It  seems  unlikely  that  any  substantial  improvement  can  be 
expected  until  the  nurses  are  able  to  spend  more  time  in  the  schools  than  is  at 
present  possible.  It  is  hoped  shortly  to  increase  the  staff  and  partly  re-organise 
their  work.  184  children  were  cleansed  at  the  Health  Committee’s  Cleansing 
Centre.  Now  that  the  incidence  of  scabies  is  decreasing,  the  Centre  is  more 
readily  available  for  the  immediate  treatment  of  infested  heads.  Another  factor 
leading  to  increased  use  of  cleansing  centre  facilities  is  the  continued  and  extending 
use  of  married  woman  labour  in  industry.  Many  of  these  working  mothers  have 
insufficient  time  to  attend  to  their  children’s  hair  properly.  A  great  deal  is 
expected  of  these  women  under  present  day  conditions.  They  have  to  work  in 
the  mills  or  factories,  have  to  keep  a  home  going  and  look  after  a  husband  and  they 
have  to  rear  a  family.  Many  people  would  consider  that  each  of  these  is  in  itself 
a  full  time  job. 

Scabies. 

The  following  numbers  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

1945  1946  1947 


Scabies  diagnosed  . 

581 

359 

296 

Cases  treated  at  Centre  ... 

573 

358 

296 

Referred  by  family  doctor 

— 

53 

90 

The  very  satisfactory  decrease  in  Scabies  is  to  be  noted. 

Findings  of  Medical  Inspection. 

Conditions  in  schools  during  the  first  quarter  of  1947  can,  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  medical  service,  only  be  described  as  chaotic.  The  continued 
severe  frost  and  heavy  snow,  together  with  fuel  shortages  and  a  measles  epidemic 
played  havoc  with  school  attendance  and  therefore  with  the  work  of  this  depart¬ 
ment.  The  inspection  of  one  large  mixed  elementary  school,  although  spread  over 
seven  weeks  still  could  not  include  thirty  infants  who  had  been  absent  during 
the  whole  of  that  time.  Finally,  on  March  14th,  eighteen  schools  closed  down 
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wholly  or  in  part  until  April  14th,  and  many  had  been  closed  for  some  time 
beforehand.  Cleanliness  inspections  could  therefore  not  be  followed  up,  routine 
medical  inspections  had  to  be  largely  abandoned,  and  although  special  examin¬ 
ations  and  home  visiting  continued  at  full  pressure,  much  work  had  to  be  left 
and  made  up  later  in  the  year,  interrupted  by  school  holidays  as  the  summer 
months  always  are. 

On  the  whole  the  children’s  health  stood  up  well  to  the  rigours  of  climate 
and  fuel  shortages,  and  the  only  outstanding  defect  directly  traceable  to  the  bad 
weather  was  the  frequent  occurrence  of  severe  chilblains  persisting  for  many 
weeks,  often  crippling  in  their  severity.  Vitamin  K  in  addition  to  the  routine 
local  treatment,  seemed  in  some  cases  to  be  of  benefit. 

As  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  the  school  population  has  steadily  increased 
during  the  year  because  of  the  retention  of  the  leavers  until  the  age  of  fifteen 
after  April  1st,  1947.  Suffering  as  they  do  from  their  particular  susceptibilities 
to  acne,  foot  defects  and  other  temporary  physical  maladjustments  especially 
associated  with  puberty,  these  adolescents  are  beginning  to  swell  not  only  the 
numbers  due  for  inspection  at  school  but  also  the  attendances  at  the  minor 
ailment  and  specialist  clinics.  Foot  defects  now  far  outnumber  the  spinal  curva¬ 
tures  which  until  recent  years  formed  the  bulk  of  adolescent  postural  errors. 

Many  of  our  most  overcrowded  and  badly  housed  families  have  during  the 
last  twelve  months  found  new  homes  on  the  slowly  growing  Corporation  estates 
and  among  these  are  several  children  attending  the  Open  Air  School.  The 
improvement  in  their  health  had  been  noticeably  accelerated  after  rehousing. 

In  school  medicine  the  number  of  purely  physical  defects  which  cannot  be 
cured,  improved  or  alleviated  decreases  year  by  year  as  public  interest  and  know¬ 
ledge  of  healthy  living  grows  and  as,  however  slowly,  general  living  conditions 
improve.  The  intractable  illnesses  of  the  school  child  are  today  those  with  a 
psychological  or  mental  cause,  not  malnutrition  or  physical  deformity,  but  emo¬ 
tional  instability,  anxiety,  mental  retardation,  and  general  neuro-muscular  excit¬ 
ability  with  all  the  concomitant  symptoms  of  bedwetting,  soiling,  asthma, 
urticaria,  eczema  and  behaviour  disorders.  These  symptoms  can  be,  and  often  are 
improved,  sometimes  with  dramatic  suddenness,  but  unfortunately  many 
children  suffer  from  them  for  years  without  relief  whatever  treatment  they 
receive,  and  if  one  of  the  symptoms  is  relieved,  only  too  often  another  develops 
in  its  place.  Lucky  indeed  in  these  days  of  stress  and  strain  is  the  baby  who 
inherits  from  both  parents  a  placid  and  stable  disposition,  not  excited  to  neurosis 
by  the  inevitable  tiny  tragedies  and  frustrations  of  infancy  and  childhood. 

Minor  Ailment  Clinic. 

The  total  attendances  during  1947  were  12,278  and  the  individual  cases 
numbered  4,558.  The  clinic  was  closed  for  a  fortnight  in  August  as  usual. 
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The  chief  handicap  to  the  work  of  the  clinic  is  overcrowding  and  the  lack  of 
space.  For  two  doctors,  six  nurses  and  a  clerk  we  have  three  rooms  only,  none 
large,  and  these  rooms  must  be  used  as  consulting  rooms,  treatment  rooms,  and 
waiting  rooms  for  the  children.  Parents  waiting  for  consultation  have  to  sit  in 
a  narrow  passage,  cold  and  poorly  ventilated.  The  problem  of  dressing-room 
accommodation  is  an  urgent  one,  as  several  hundreds  of  adults  of  both  sexes  have 
been  medically  examined  on  these  premises  during  the  year,  in  addition  to 
several  thousand  children,  and  our  only  dressing  room  is  a  small  comer  of  the 
consulting  room,  formerly  used  as  a  dark  room  for  refractions. 

There  has  been  nothing  unusual  in  the  number  or  type  of  condition  treated  : 
the  increased  incidence  of  ringworm  noticed  in  other  places,  especially  in  the 
South  of  England,  has  not  spread  to  this  district  yet. 


Eye  Clinic. 

Concerned  at  the  growing  waiting  list  for  refractions  and  at  the  non-provision 
of  specialist  treatment  for  other  eye  conditions,  the  Committee  in  November 
appointed  Dr.  Stewart  Scott  to  undertake  a  complete  ophthalmological  clinic  in 
addition  to  the  present  refraction  clinic.  It  was  impossible  to  accommodate  both 
clinics  at  the  school  clinic,  to  which  the  original  refraction  clinic  on  Friday 
afternoons  had  long  been  an  embarrassment,  so  rooms  formerly  used  by  the 
Child  Guidance  Clinic,  including  a  waiting  room,  were  adapted  for  use  both 
as  an  eye  clinic  and  an  ear,  nose  and  throat  clinic.  As  a  temporary  measure 
these  premises  are  satisfactory  but  to  have  all  the  clinics  under  one  roof  would  be 
much  more  efficient  and  administratively  more  convenient. 

Our  most  urgent  requirement  now  is  a  orthoptic  clinic  locally  (the  nearest 
is  at  the  Manchester  Eye  Hospital).  The  local  incidence  of  squint  is  high  and  it 
is  impossible  for  all  children  needing  orthoptic  treatment  to  attend  the  Eye  Hos¬ 
pital  for  it. 

During  the  year  the  Ophthalmologists  held  thirty  eight  clinics  and  did 
five  hundred  and  thirty  seven  refractions. 


Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic. 

This  clinic  since  its  inception  in  1937  has  been  held  at  Rochdale  Infirmary 
in  the  out-patients  department.  This  arrangement  had  become  rather  un¬ 
satisfactory  owing  to  the  difficulty  in  keeping  the  school  clinic  cases  separate 
from  cases  sent  by  private  doctors,  with  consequent  confusion  in  the  clerical 
work.  It  was  decided  to  hold  the  clinic  in  premises  formerly  used  by  the  Child 
Guidance  Clinic  already  in  use  on  two  mornings  weekly  for  the  Eye  Clinics. 
Equipment  was  purchased  during  November  and  December  and  on  January  14th 
it  is  intended  to  hold  the  clinic  in  the  new  premises  for  the  first  time. 
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Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

The  new  cases  referred  to  Dr.  Bateman  at  the  Cripples  Union  orthopaedic 
clinic  numbered  193  during  1947.  Of  these  42  were  children  suffering  from 
various  kinds  of  debility,  and  they  were  all  admitted  to  the  Memorial  Home  for 
several  weeks  or  months,  all  being  discharged  fit  and  well. 


The  others  were  actual  orthopaedic  conditions,  treated  either  as  in-patients, 
or  as  out-patients  at  the  Clinic,  where  they  received  remedial  exercises,  massage, 
ultra  violet  rays  or  whatever  other  treatment  was  considered  advisable.  They 
are  classified  as  follows  : — 


Genu  valgum 
Genu  varum 

Kyphosis,  scoliosis,  lordosis 
Foot  deformities 
Spastic  paraplegia,  monoplegia 
Chest  conditions 
Torticollis 
Osteomyelitis  . . . 

Postural  defects 
Miscellaneous  . . . 


hemiplegia 


10 

5 
17 
71 

4 

6 
1 
3 
7 

27 


151 


Dr.  Bateman’s  care  in  examining  our  cases  and  his  unfailing  courtesy  and 
kindliness  are  appreciated  very  sincerely  by  the  school  medical  department. 


Work  of  the  School  Nurses. 


Dressings  at  morning  clinics  . . . 
Cleanliness  Inspections 
Re-inspections  ... 

Inspections  with  Medical  Officers  : — 
At  School  ... 

At  Clinic  ... 

Refractions 
Open  Air  School 
Aurist’s  Clinic  ... 

Home  Visits  . 


1946  1947 


14,745 

12,278 

12,510 

15,961 

1,814 

1,626 

3,247 

7,215 

3,901 

4,558 

535 

537 

2,691 

2,586 

745 

380 

268 

359 

40,456 

45,500 

A 
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Infectious  Diseases. 

1946 

1947 

Scarlet  Fever 

51 

61 

Diphtheria  . 

... 

.  .  . 

8 

9 

Measles . 

...  ... 

.  . . 

151 

481 

Whooping  Cough 

... 

... 

154 

96 

Chicken  Pox 

...  ... 

93 

74 

German  Measles 

.  .  . 

3 

23 

Cerebrospinal  Meningitis 

... 

— 

4 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

... 

.  .  .  - 

1 

460 

749 

The  little  girl  who  contracted  anterior  poliomyelitis  was  in 

hospital  nine 

weeks  and  recovered  completely. 


Day  Open  Air  School. 

The  School  has  again  concluded  a  very  successful  year.  Fifty  three 
children  have  been  discharged,  all  being  much  improved  in  general  condition. 
The  reasons  for  their  being  sent  to  the  school  were  as  follows. 


Rheumatism  . 

Malnutrition 

Pre  and  post  tuberculosis 

Heart  disease  ...  . 

Non  tubercular  chest  conditions 
Nervous  conditions 

Anaemia  and  debility . 

Chronic  ear  trouble  . 

Chronic  blepharitis  or  keratitis 

Avitaminosis  . 

Cases  for  observation . 


Girls 

1 

2 

3 

2 

2 

1 

3 

3 

7 


Boys 

7 

2 

1 

5 

5 

5 

1 

2 

1 


24 


29 


The  cases  for  observation  were  children  with  some  symptoms  for  which 
no  adequate  cause  could  be  ascertained.  Six  were  discharged  in  normal  health, 
having  lost  their  symptoms  of  facial  twitching,  nervous  irritability,  hysterical 
attacks,  unexplained  loss  of  weight,  general  nervousness  and  slight  fits  or  faints. 
Another  was  admitted  because  of  a  suspected  bladder  weakness  which  cleared 
up,  and  the  eighth  was  a  boy  with  petit  mal  who  was  discharged,  improved  but 
still  subject  to  occasional  attacks. 
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One  of  the  most  valuable  functions  of  the  Open  Air  School  is  this  ameliora¬ 
tion  of  diverse  symptoms  of  neuro-muscular  irritability  and  general  “nervous¬ 
ness”,  conditions  increasing  among  children  today.  As  a  rule  no  specific  treat¬ 
ment  is  given  and  the  relief  can  only  be  due  to  the  general  conditions  of  fresh 
air,  good  plain  food,  adequate  rest,  occupation  and  kindly  but  firm  discipline. 

Nursery  Schools  and  Meanwood  Nursery  Class. 

All  children  in  the  Nursery  Schools  were  inspected  in  the  course  of  the  year. 
Special  cases  requiring  medical  treatment,  and  those  of  sub-standard  nutrition, 
were  frequently  re-inspected. 

The  standard  of  nutrition  was  quite  good.  Only  20  out  of  666  examined 
(3%)  were  found  to  be  in  categary  “C”.  There  was  no  child  in  category  “D”. 

Out  of  179  children  examined  for  the  first  time  during  the  year,  49  were 
classified  as  nutrition  “A”,  120  as  nutrition  “B”  and  10  as  nutrition  “C”. 

The  chief  defects  noted  were  again  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids,  and  nasal 
catarrh.  Of  the  179  children  subject  to  first  examination,  79  had  a  greater  or 
less  degree  of  enlargement  of  the  tonsils  and  adenoids,  and  38  suffered  from  nasal 
catarrh.  In  this  latter  respect  Howard  Street  with  4  children  out  of  a  total 
of  42  (9%)  suffering  from  nasal  catarrh,  was  markedly  better  than  the  other  4 
establishments  whose  percentages  varied  between  21%  and  27%. 

The  practice  of  referring  children  through  the  School  Medical  Service  for 
specialist  types  of  treatment  was  continued.  This  applies  particularly  to  the 
Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  group  and  to  children  suffering  from  eye  defects. 

Infestation  with  nits  and  vermin  continued  to  require  close  supervision 
and  once  again  these  conditions  were  found  to  be  more  pronounced  at  South 
Street  and  Thames  Street  schools  than  at  the  others. 

The  Health  Visitors  pay  regular  visits  for  the  purpose  of  examining  for 
infestation  and  in  the  course  of  the  year  they  carried  out  8,585  such  examinations. 
7,686  (89.5%)  of  these  examinations  showed  children’s  head  to  be  clean. 

Diphtheria  immunisation  was  carried  out  at  all  schools  resulting  in  an 
immunisation  rate  of  practically  100%. 

Provision  of  Meals. 

During  1947  canteens  have  been  installed  at  St.  Edward’s  C.  of  E.  School 
and  Thornham  C.  of  E.  School  and  at  several  schools  separate  dining  arrange¬ 
ments  have  been  made  for  the  Infants,  Junior  and  Senior  Departments.  There 
are  now  only  four  schools  without  canteens  on  the  premises,  and  for  these  schools, 
(Halifax  Road  School,  Meanwood  School,  St.  John’s  R.  C.  School  and  St.  Patrick’s 
R.  C.  School)  premises  are  rented  for  dining  purposes.  Forty-six  canteens  are 
now  in  use  for  school  meals  purposes 
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Proposals  for  the  erection  of  new  kitchens  and  dining  rooms  have  been  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Education  and  the  projects  indicated  below  have 


been  approved. 

School 

Derby  Street 

Greenbank 

Halifax  Road 

Heybrook 

Lowerplace 

Meanwood 

Norden 

Spotland 


Project 

...Kitchen  and  Dining  Room 
...Kitchen  and  Dining  Room 
...Kitchen  and  Dining  Room 
...Dining  Room  and  Scullery 
...Dining  Room  and  Scullery 
...Kitchen  and  Dining  Room 
...Kitchen  and  Dining  Room 
...Kitchen  and  Dining  Room 


...375  meals  (two  sittings) 
...500  meals  (two  sittings) 
...250  meals  (two  sittings) 
...250  meals  (two  sittings) 
...375  meals  (two  sittings) 
...375  meals  (two  sittings) 
...375  meals  (two  sittings) 
...375  meals  (two  sittings) 


Work  has  already  commenced  on  the  buildings  at  Greenbank,  Halifax  Road, 
Heybrook,  Meanwood  and  Norden  Schools,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  kitchen 
dining  room  at  Meanwood  School  it  is  anticipated  that  the  canteens  will  be  in 
operation  before  the  end  of  1948. 


Several  women  supervisors  were  appointed  to  Infant  Department  canteens 
during  1947.  These  supervisors  work  under  the  direction  of  teachers  and  their 
duties  are  to  attend  to  the  washing  of  children  prior  to  attendance  at  the  dining 
centre  ;  to  train  the  children  in  good  social  habits  ;  to  assist  the  very  young 
children  with  the  meal  (e.g.  cutting  the  meat)  and  to  supervise  the  children’s 
play  and  occupational  work  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  afternoon  school 
session. 

During  1947  25,358  free  meals  have  been  supplied  (27,892  in  1946).  The 
number  of  dinners  for  which  payment  was  made  was  736,321  (644,220  in  1946) 
These  figures  do  not  include  meals  supplied  to  pupils  at  the  Open  Air  School 
or  at  the  Nursery  Schools. 


Dental  Report  submitted  by  the  Senior  Dental  Officer,  Mr.H.P.Gledsdale.L.D.S. 

During  the  year  forty  eight  school  departments  have  been  visited  for  routine 
Dental  Inspections,  7,741  children  being  examined  on  these  occasions  and  694 
attending  as  “Specials”  were  inspected  in  addition,  4,608  required  treatment  and 
3,090  were  actually  treated.  5,153  attendances  were  made  for  various  operations. 
2,063  temporary,  169  permanent  teeth  were  extracted,  and  5,205  conserved. 

The  past  year  has  shown  the  benefit  of  three  officers  working  without 
interruption,  and  has  enabled  the  greater  part  of  the  arrears  of  the  war  years  to 
be  dealt  with.  The  full  scheme  has  been  brought  into  operation  with  the  opening 
of  the  Brimrod  and  Norden  Clinics,  and  this  re-organisation  places  good  facilities 
within  reach  of  all  schools.  The  maintenance  of  this  service  and  its  amplifica¬ 
tion  is  dependant  upon  adequate  staff,  and  freedom  from  the  interruptions 
which  changes  involve. 
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The  general  dental  condition  of  the  children  of  the  Borough  remains  satis¬ 
factory,  although  the  older  age  groups  require  considerable  treatment,  and 
tooth  structure  shows  evidence  of  the  present  dietetic  deficiences.  The  standard 
of  school  entrants  is  not  comparable  with  the  1940-42  birth  groups,  probably 
for  the  same  reasons,  but  it  is  still  much  superior  to  that  of  children  before  the 
war. 

The  number  of  permanent  teeth  requiring  extraction  compares  satisfactorily 
with  those  conserved  especially  when  it  is  noted  that  at  least  one  third  of  these 
are  removed  for  regulation  purposes,  and  not  for  “toothache”. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  whereby  children  requiring  correction  of 
irregularities  by  means  of  special  apparatus  are  referred  for  specialist  treat¬ 
ment  at  the  Manchester  Dental  Hospital  and  this  service  is  proving  most  satis¬ 
factory  and  is  much  appreciated. 

Acceptance  for  treatment  shows  a  steady  increase  in  many  schools,  and  is 
satisfactory  for  the  Borough  as  a  whole. 


School  Inspections. 


Departments  Visited  ... 
No.  of  Children  Inspected 
No.  requiring  treatment 
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7,741 

3,914 


Age  Groups  Inspected. 

3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18 

118  332  587  788  763  773  732  737  717  758  741  420  128  70  63  14 

Routine  Treatment. 


Sessions  Inspected 
Sessions  Treated 
Office . 


1,227 


Routine  Attendances 
Special  attendances  ... 


Number  actually  treated  : — 


Routine 

Special 


3,090 
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Temporary 

Permanent 

Total 

Extractions . 

2,063 

169 

2,232 

Fillings  . 

854 

4,351 

5,205 

Other  Operations  . 

— 

953 

Silver  Nitrates  . 

— 

955 

Scalings  . 

— 

122 

► 

2,275 

Root  Fillings  . 

— 

12 

Dressings  . 

— 

.  233 

General  Anaesthetics 

277 

Orthodontics  and  X-rays  . . . 

— 

— 

60 

SPEECH  THERAPY. 


The  following  report  on  the  work  of  the  Speech  Clinic  up  to  the  31st  Dec¬ 
ember,  1947,  was  submitted  by  the  Speech  Therapist,  Miss  J.  M.  Hayward, 


L.C.S.T.  Unfortunately  Miss  Hayward  resigned  as  at  the  31st  December,  and 

it  appears  that  there  will  be  another  regrettable  lapse 

in  the  work  of  this  Clinic. 

Cases  on  list  31st  December,  1946 

Cases  referred  during  the  year 

. 

...  255 

By  Head  Teachers  54,  by  Medical  Officers  23 

...  77 

Cases  seen  and  awaiting  treatment . 

...  195 

Cases  not  requiring  treatment 

...  5 

Cases  refusing  treatment  . 

...  16 

Cases  receiving  treatment  during  the  year  . . . 

...  90 

Cases  discharged  after  treatment  . 

...  57 

Cases  suspended  . 

...  2 

Cases  not  yet  seen  ...  . 

...  8 

Cases  attending  on  31st  December,  1947 

...  33 

Types  of  Defects  Treated. 

Stammerers 

...  30 

Severe  Dyslalia 

...  15 

Moderate  Dyslalia 

...  17 

Nasality . 

...  3 

Nasal  Sigmatism  . 

...  1 

Lateral  Sigmatism  . 

...  4 

Sigmatism  .  . 

...  3 

Lisp  . 

...  8 

Cleft  Palate  . 

...  1 

Deafness 

...  3 

Dysarthria  ...  . 

1 

Stammer  and  Dyslalia 

...  3 

Stammer  and  Lisp  . 

... 

1 

90 


67 


Discharges. 

Of  the  90  cases  which  have  received  treatment  during  the  year,  57  have  been 
discharged  and  33  still  require  further  treatment.  40  of  the  discharged  cases 
have  been  cured,  fhe  remaining  17  were  discharged  owing  to  non-attendance, 
leaving  school,  etc. 

Schools  Attended. 

High  Schools  ... 

Central  Schools 
Provided  Schools 
Church  Schools 
County  Schools 
Open  Air  School 
Private  Schools 
Nursery  Schools 


During  the  year  five  children  have  been  referred  to  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic, 
but  none  of  these  have  received  treatment. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  Speech  Clinic  in  September,  1946,  the  progress 
has  been  severely  handicapped  by  the  lack  of  a  waiting-room  and  the  unsuit¬ 
ability  of  the  treatment  room,  which  is  continually  surrounded  by  noise  from 
school  and  outside  activities. 

Although  one  of  the  main  objects  has  been  to  reduced  the  enormous  number 
of  the  waiting  list,  this  has  not  been  achieved  owing  to  the  conditions  of  work 
and  the  amount  of  clerical  work  attached  to  the  clinic,  all  of  which  has  to  be 

done  by  the  Speech  Therapist  alone,  during  time  which  should  be  devoted  to 
patients. 

Schools  and  homes  have  been  visited  during  the  year  and  school  reports 
obtained  at  the  end  of  term. 

CHILD  GUIDANCE  CLINIC. 

In  last  year’s  Report  reference  was  made  to  the  fact  that  the  Clinic  had 
had  to  work  during  the  year  on  a  restricted  basis  because  of  the  continued  absence 
of  a  Psychiatric  Social  Worker.  Unfortunately,  during  the  year  under  review 
the  staff  was  still  further  reduced.  The  Medical  Director,  Dr.  L.  Devlin,  worked 
for  some  time  entirely  on  her  own,  but  was,  of  course,  unable  to  undertake  any 
new  cases  for  treatment.  Finally,  in  October,  the  Clinic  closed  down  altogether 
upon  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Devlin. 

Many  discussions  took  place  in  Committee  on  the  future  of  the  Child  Guid¬ 
ance  Service.  It  was  finally  decided  not  to  attempt  at  the  moment  to  re-organise 
on  the  old  basis. 


Boys  Girls  Total 
4-4 
1  2  3 

37  16  53 

16  6  22 

3-3 
1  -  1 

1  -  1 

1  2  3 

64  26  90 
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Co-operation  of  Voluntary  Bodies. 

Our  thanks  are  again  due  to  the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Children,  the  St.  Anne’s  Convalescent  Home  and  the  Moorland  Home 
for  help  given  to  children. 

Employment  of  Children  and  Young  Persons. 

The  number  of  school  children  medically  examined  prior  to  registration  as 
part-time  workers  was  164  during  1947. 

Superannuation  Act. 

The  School  Medical  Officers  examined  140  persons  during  the  year  for  the 
purposes  of  this  Act. 

We  have  been  fortunate  in  this  district  so  far  in  having  suffered  no  major 
out  break  of  food-borne  infection,  so  that  it  has  not  yet  been  considered  necessary 
for  any  elaborate  examination  or  testing  of  the  many  food  handlers  employed  by 
the  Education  Committee.  It  was  decided,  however,  that  in  August  and  Septem¬ 
ber,  1947,  all  the  Committee’s  kitchen  and  canteen  workers  should  submit 
themselves  to  a  medical  examination  for  general  health  and  hygiene.  Most  of 
these  workers  are  engaged  on  a  part-time  arrangement  as  helpers  for  two  hours 
daily  at  school  canteens,  and  had  therefore  not  been  required  to  submit  to  a  full 
medical  examination  before  appointment. 

In  all  171  persons  were  examined.  Only  one  was  of  obvious  and  definite 
personal  uncleanliness.  She  was  also  in  poor  general  health  and  it  was  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  Committee  should  dispense  with  her  services.  Twelve  other 
ladies  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  infection,  chiefly  of  the  mouth.  Treatment 
was  advised  and  re-examinations  carried  out  to  ensure  that  this  had  been  effective 
It  was  recommended  that  there  is  a  need  for  some  educational  work  to  be  done 
among  these  workers  in  the  field  of  personal  hygiene  since  they  are  largely  drawn 
from  textile  and  retail  trades  and  are  therefore  unlikely  to  have  much  knowledge 
of  the  methods  by  which  avoidable  disease  is  spread. 

Educationally  Sub-normal  Children. 

The  work  of  ascertainment  of  these  children  continues  and  the  lists  of 
children  in  need  of  special  educational  facilities  need  constant  revision  as  more 
and  more  leave  school  and  new  ones  come  up  to  take  their  places.  We  have  still 
no  local  facilities  for  teaching  such  children. 

Ineducable  Children. 

During  1947,  eight  boys  and  three  girls  were  notified  to  the  Mental 
Deficiency  authorities  as  ineducable. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

During  the  months  of  February  and  March,  and  September  and  October, 
all  the  schools  were  visited  for  the  purposes  of  immunisation.  In  addition, 
the  special  arrangements  on  Saturday  mornings  were  continued  both  for  children 
of  school  age  and  for  their  younger  brothers  and  sisters. 


During  the  year  742  children  of  school  age  were  immunised  as  compared 
with  1,239  during  1946. 


Cost  of  Medical  Inspection. 

The  cost  of  this  Department  from  April  1st,  1946  to  March  31st,  1947,  was 
as  follows.: — 


£ 

s. 

d. 

Salaries  ...  ...  . 

.  6,124 

5 

11 

Printing,  Stationery,  Postage  . 

.  174 

15 

2 

Drugs,  Materials,  Apparatus  and  Spectacles 

.  451 

5 

8 

Hospitals,  Nursing  Associations,  etc. 

.  1,031 

6 

8 

Travelling  . 

.  92 

16 

1 

Rent  and  Rates... 

.  436 

10 

11 

Upkeep  of  Premises  . 

.  205 

6 

1 

Fuel,  Light  and  Cleaning  . 

.  118 

11 

9 

Cleansing  of  Pupils  ...  ...  . 

.  513 

12 

6 

Conveyance  of  Children 

.  53 

4 

10 

Other  expenses  ... 

.  254 

19 

6 

Child  Guidance  Clinic  ...  ...  . 

.  429 

14 

5 

£9,886  9  6 


A  year  of  satisfactory  staffing  has  produced  within  certain  limitations 
good  results.  The  first  necessity  to  maintain  these  good  results  and  to  achieve 
still  better  results  is  the  obtaining  of  larger  premises  in  which  there  would  be 
better  amenities  and  opportunity  for  concentrating  the  various  clinic  services. 
More  room  for  clerical  staff  would  also  increase  the  usefulness  of  the  medical 
and  nursing  staff  who  would  thus  be  relieved  of  routine  clerical  duties.  Already 
by  the  end  of  the  year  there  had  appeared  a  threat  of  instability  in  the  Dental 
Service.  It  is  extremely  disappointing  to  spend  time  and  money  in  building  up 
a  complete  service  only  to  see  results  negatived  by  failure  to  maintain  a  full 
staff. 

So  many  changes  are  impending  at  the  moment  in  the  realm  of  medical 
treatment  that  there  is  bound  to  be  a  period  during  which  established  services 
and  the  public  they  serve  are  likely  to  suffer. 


i 
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I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  encouragement  which  the  Department  has 
received  throughout  the  year  from  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Medical 
Services  and  Special  Schools  Sectional  Committee,  particularly  in  their  careful 
consideration  of  the  many  problems  which  have  arisen.  I  also  wish  to  thank 
the  Director  of  Education  and  his  staff  for  their  co-operation  and  their  assistance 
in  preparation  of  this  report. 

In  conclusion  I  would  one  again  compliment  the  medical,  dental  and 
nursing  staff  of  the  Department  on  the  high  standard  of  their  work  during  the 
year.  Dr.  Mills’  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  this  report  is  particularly  acknow¬ 
ledged. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  School  Medical  Officer. 
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MEDICAL  INSPECTION  RETURNS. 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1947. 


TABLE  I. 


Medical  Inspection  of  Pupils  attending  Maintained  Primary  and  Secondary 

Schools. 

A. — Periodic  Medical  Inspections. 

Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups  : — 

Entrants  .  14= 

Second  Age  Group  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ,  _  14^ 

Third  Age  Group  . 


Total  . 

Number  of  other  Periodic  Inspections 

Grand  Total  . 


B. — Other  Inspections. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  . 

Number  of  Re-Inspections . 


2,931 

1,145 


4,076 


2,843 

296 


Total  . 

C— Pupils  Found  to  Require  Treatment 


3,139 


Number  of  Individual  Pupils  found  at  Periodic  Medical  Inspection  to  require 
treatment  (excluding  Dental  Diseases  and  Infestation  with  Vermin). 


Group 

(1) 

For  defective 
vision 
(excluding 
squint). 

(2) 

For  any  of  the 
other  condi¬ 
tions  recorded 
in  Table  IIA. 

(3) 

Total 

individual 

pupils 

(4) 

Entrants  ... 

27 

242 

257 

Second  Age  Group 

49 

159 

192 

Third  Age  Group 

— 

— 

_ 

Total  (prescribed  groups) 

76 

401 

449 

Other  Periodic  Inspections 

60 

127 

183 

Grand  Total  . 

136 

528 

632 
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TABLE  II. 


A. — Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  in  the  Year  ended 

31st  December,  1947. 


PERIODIC 

INSPECTIONS 

No.  of  defects 

Defect 

Code 

No. 

Defect  or  Disease 

(1) 

Requiring  treatment 

Requiring  to  be  kept 

under  observation  but 

not  requiring  treat¬ 

ment. 

4 

Skin  . 

114 

58 

5 

Eyes — a.  Vision  ... 

119 

134 

b.  Squint  . 

115 

— 

c.  Other  ... 

39 

— 

6 

Ears — a.  Hearing  . 

2 

13 

b.  Otitis  Media  ... 

29 

2 

c.  Other  . 

12 

3 

7 

Nose  or  Throat . 

273 

906 

8 

Speech  . 

24 

60 

9 

Cervical  Glands . 

4 

242 

10 

Heart  and  Circulation  . 

— 

99 

11 

Lungs  . 

— 

84 

12 

Developmental — 

a.  Hernia  . 

2 

— 

b.  Other . 

— 

63 

13 

Orthopaedic — 

a.  Posture  . 

15 

141 

b.  Flat  foot  . 

29 

19 

c.  Other  . 

17 

124 

14 

Nervous  system — 

a.  Epilepsy  . 

— 

— 

b.  Other . 

— 

12 

15 

Psychological —  ... 

a.  Development  . 

2 

1 

b.  Stability  . 

— 

““ 

16 

Other  . 

2 

48 
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TABLE  II. — (continued). 

B. — Classification  of  the  General  Condition  of  Pupils  Inspected  during 
the  year  in  the  Age  groups  (See  note  (b)  on  Table  I). 


Age  Groups 

Num¬ 
ber  of 
Pupils 
In¬ 
spect¬ 
ed 

A 

(Go 

L. 

od) 

E 

(F 

air) 

C 

(P 

oor) 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

of  col. 

2 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

of  col. 
2 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

of  col. 

2 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

Entrants . 

1450 

36 

2.48 

1367 

94.27 

47 

3.24 

Second  Age  Group 

1481 

84 

5.67 

1382 

93.24 

15 

1.012 

Other  Periodic  Inspections 

1145 

39 

3.4 

1090 

95.19 

16 

1.39 

Total 

4076 

159 

3.65 

3839 

94.18 

78 

1.91 

TABLE  III. 

TREATMENT  TABLES. 

Group  I. — Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for  which  see  Table  V.) 


(a) 

Number  of 
Defects  treated, 
or  under  treat- 

ment  during 

Skin — 

the  year 

Ringworm — Scalp — 

(i)  X-Ray  treatment. 

— 

(ii)  Other  treatment  .. .  . 

63 

Ringworm — Body  . 

14 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

296 

Impetigo  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

252 

Other  skin  diseases 

433 

Eye  Disease  .  . 

420 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding  errors  of  refraction, 

squint  and  cases  admitted  to  hospital). 

Ear  Defects  ... 

539 

(Treatment  for  serious  diseases  of  the  ear  (e.g.  operative 

treatment  in  hospital)  should  not  be  recorded  here  but  in 
the  body  of  the  School  Medical  Officers’  Annual  Report.) 

Miscellaneous 

2541 

(e.g.  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores,  chilblains,  etc.). 

Total 

4558 

(b)  Total  number  of  attendances  at  Authority’s  minor  ailments 


clinics  ... 


12278 
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Group  II. — Defective  Vision  and  Squint,  (exluding  Eye  Disease  treated 

as  Minor  Ailments — Group  I.) 


No.  of  defects 
dealt  with 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including  squint),  (Operations  for 
squint  should  be  recorded  separately  in  the  body  of  the 


School  Medical  Officer’s  Report)  ...  ...  ...  ...  526 

Other  defect  or  disease  of  the  eyes  (excluding  those 

recorded  in  Group  I)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Total .  537 

No.  of  Pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were  : — 

(a)  Prescribed  ...  .  .  374 

(b)  Obtained  ...  .  369 


Group  III. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 

Total  number 
treated 


Received  operative  treatment — 

(a)  for  adenoids  and  chronic  tonsillitis  .  150 

(b)  for  other  nose  and  throat  conditions  ...  ...  ...  15 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment  .  215 


Total .  380 


Group  IV. — Orthopaedic  and  Postural  defects. 

(a)  No.  treated  as  in-patients  in  hospitals  or  hospital  schools .  18 

(b)  No.  treated  otherwise  e.g.  in  clincs  or  out-patient  departments  ...  193 

Group  V. — Child  Guidance  Treatment  and  Speech  Therapy. 

No.  of  pupils  treated  (a)  under  Child  Guidance  arrangements  ...  — 

(b)  under  Speech  Therapy  arrangements  ...  90 
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TABLE  IV. — Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 


(1)  Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Dental  Officers— 

(a)  P eriodic  age  groups 

( b )  Specials  . 

(c)  TOTAL  (Periodic  and  Specials) . 

(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment 

(3)  Number  actually  treated . 

(4)  Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment... 

(5)  Half-days  devoted  to  :  (a)  Inspection 

(b)  Treatment . 

Total  (a)  and  ( b ) 


7741 

694 

8435 

4608 

3090 

5153 

81 

1146 

1227 


(6)  Fillings— Permanent  teeth 
Temporary  teeth 


Total  ... 


4351 

854 

5205 


(7)  Extractions— Permanent  teeth  ... 

Temporary  teeth  ... 


Total  . 


169 

2063 

2232 


(8)  Administration  of  General  anaesthetics  for  extraction 

(9)  Other  operations  :  (a)  Permanent  teeth 

{b)  Temporary  teeth  . 

Total  (a)  and  ( b ) 


277 

1935 

400 

2335 


TABLE  V.— Infestation  with  Vermin. 


(i)  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  schools  by  school  nurses  or 
other  authorized  persons 

(ii)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested 

(hi)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing  notices 
were  issued  (Section  54  (2),  Education  Act,  1944) 

(iv)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing  orders 
were  issued  (Section  54  (3),  Education  Act,  1944) 


15961 

1500 

1500 

35 


■  ■ 


- 
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